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AROUND TOWN
1) Ocean Township Elementary School held their annual 
Spelling Bee on Tuesday, January 7th for all fourth 
grade class champions.  After just short of 2 dozen rounds, 
David Furda of Mr. Palermo’s class took first place, with 
Arisha Islam, also of Mr. Palermo’s class taking second place, 
and Evan Aiden Antonio of Mr. Steckhahn’s class taking 3rd 
place.  The first place winner will go on to compete in the 
Monmouth University Spell Down in March.

2) Mazza Recycling was proud to partner with the U.S. 
Marine Corps Reserve’s great cause, Toys for Tots, for 
the second year in a row. Vice President, Dominick Mazza 
said, “We’d like to thank everyone who contributed to this 
great cause!” Pictured left to right are Mazza Recycling’s Vice 
President, Dominick Mazza; President, James Mazza; and 
CFO, John Conti. We are looking forward to contributing 
again in 2020.

3) Jorge Gana, Jr., Thomas Gana, Christopher Bonin in 
epee; Matthew Kim and Kevin Yuan in saber will represent 
the Atlantic Fencing Academy at the Junior Olympic 
Championships in February in Ohio and fence among 
the 1600 Cadets (under 17) and Juniors (under 20) who 
qualified. Former USA Olympian James B. Carpenter (epee) 
and British National Saber Team member, Fraser Ward have 
been coaching these fencers for 4-6 years. These fencers are 
also fencing for their high school and college teams. Learn 
about fencing at www.atlanticfencing.com or email info@
atlanticfencing.com - Atlantic Fencing Academy is located at 1 
Sheila Drive in Tinton Falls.  Pictured in this photo: Matthew Kim 
(left), saber fencer, in action with a beautiful lunge.  At 14 years 
old, he is our youngest Junior Olympic participant. 

4) This past holiday season, Family Resource Associates, 
Inc. (FRA) fulfilled the wishes of 54 families they serve 
throughout Monmouth County through its Santa for 
Families Giving. FRA, located in Red Bank, NJ, serves the 
community and people of all ages who have developmental 
or acquired disabilities. Therapists from FRA’s Early Childhood 
Intervention Program nominate families in need they visit 
weekly to be recipients of the Santa for Families Giving. 

5) On December 18th, 2019 Falco’s Catering along with The 
Italian American Association of Ocean Twp. welcomed less 
fortunate children and their families to The Renaissance 
in Ocean Twp.  Volunteers served a delicious buffet dinner, 
handed out donated gifts and spread Holiday Cheer.  It was a 
night enjoyed by all. 

6) Lakehouse Music Academy Students performed at The 
Count Basie Theatre in Red Bank on New Year’s Eve opening 
up for the legendary Southside Johnny & The Asbury Jukes!

7) Members of the Asbury Park Rotary Club along with 
Wreath’s Across America held a Ceremony on December 
14th at Mount Calvary Cemetery in Neptune to remember 
those who fought and died for our freedom’s, to honor 
their sacrifice and to teach our children about the true 
costs of freedom. Pictured: Rotarian Richard Buckley with 
his wife Margaret Buckley laying a Wreath. ​The Asbury Rotary 
Club meets Wednesdays. For more information visit: www.
asburyparkrotary.org

8) AHS Tinton Falls Adoptable Pet of the Month - FIFI arrived 
at the shelter as an owner surrender.  We were told she was 5, 
however after evaluating her we’re thinking more like 10. This 
sweetie walks well on leash, is 100% housebroken, loves to 
shower you with lots of cuddles and kisses. She had perfect 
manners when she visited one of our volunteer’s homes. FIFI 
has a gentle soul with a beautiful smile. FIFI is dog OK and she’d 
do best with a mellow dog.  The AHS Tinton Falls, located at 
Shafto Road, is open daily between 12pm-4:30pm. Please come 
on by and meet FIFI and her adoptable friends.
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