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#SORRISO IN ITALIANO 
SOUNDS LIKE “SMILE” 

Alessandro Mancini - CEO Mancini Worldwide

 
Well, is very true that a nice smile #sorriso, is the good way to start a pleasant 
conversation, when you enter in a shop, in a bar for a coffee. 
  
A great and spontaneous #SORRISO is the reflection of what we are inside and 
shine upon our faces. 
  
In the past months, I kept travelling through Italy to reach out Connect2Italy 
members of the platform and they showed me around or set certain tours 
where I was smiling all the time. 
  
It was an automatic reaction to the dramatic beauty of the gulf of Naples, the 
uniqueness of the Venetian Lagoon, the shining beauty of Positano & Amalfi 
and so forth.  
  
I understood that Italy keeps smiling to everyone, keep spreading around all its 
splendour: history, landscapes, traditions, art and much more. 
  
So, I really think we should get Italy as an example: the country that is ever 
smiling! 
Let’s smile to each other and for sure life will be easier 
  
Buon #Sorriso to everyone 
 
Alessandro Mancini 
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Photo by Eberhard Grossgasteiger

" I love those who can 
smile in trouble. "

Leonardo da Vinci 



After eight years of planning and billions of dollars in spending, 
the Middle East’s first world’s fair opened Friday in Dubai, with 
hopes that the months-long extravaganza will draw both 
visitors and global attention to this desert-turned-dreamscape.

DUBAI’S EXPO OPENS, BRINGING FIRST 
WORLD’S FAIR TO MIDEAST

Alessandro Mancini & Vincenzo Pizzolante - Connect2Italy 

CONNECT2ITALY

Vincenzo and myself we are just back 
from the opening of Expo2020 Dubai. 
Well, at the first look you are totally 
overwhelmed by the imponent beaty of 
the gate to Expo, a real masterpiece of 
art and beauty.  

 

    After the security check you are finally 
in: WELCOME “to the future world”. 
Beautiful and innovative structures are 
standing around with fierce because of 
their unique beaty each one of them 
signed by important architect coming 
from all over the world. 
    As it was the first day of opening, we 
did have the chance to visit a lot of 
these stunning pavilions without 
standing in line so long. 
    The first impression is really shaking: 
Italian pavilion full of details, art, 
innovation and the on the other hand 
the simple beauty and fierceness of UK 
pavilion, a single master piece 
installation. 
    Russia surrounded us with colours 
and digital effects, a huge brain starts to 
explain us the fully centred theme of 
this Universal Exposition: connecting 
minds, creating the future. 
 

Asif Khan Entrace Gate 



Walking around Expo2020 is like to be in a 
place you never experience: out of the 
time, out of this world: 
Around you 192 participating countries, 
people from every single part of the 
world, expressing the theme as the best 
they could and trying to contaminate 
each one with their lifestyle.  

Inside, visitors are immersed in clean, 
futuristic, yet organic-shaped spatial 
atmospheres. the main space is crowned 
with an oculus skylight that mirrors the 
form of the expo 2020 logo while a 
sphere-shaped, multi-faceted auditorium 
in the centre serves as both a visual 
centrepiece and functional space with a 
capacity of 200 people. Once in front of 
the UAE Pavilion designed by Calatrava 
you are simply without words. 
    “The pavilion will be one of the Expo’s 
greatest icons. The design will evoke the 
pioneering spirit and power of 
connections that transformed the UAE 
from a collection of small, desert 
communities, into a global connection 
point,”  

Russian Pavillion - Expo2020 

UAE Pavillion - Expo2020 



    The vibrant emotions are really 
overwhelming you walking around and 
discovering the amazing pavilion of 
Switzerland, then Monaco and right after 
the corner you may delight yourself with 
Saudi, Pakistan and Spain… 
    Each pavilion is offering a different 
experience and enable the visitor to feel 
himself part of the beauty part of the world, 
part of the change.  

    So many are the other pavilions that 
are present in Expo and really deserve 
a 3 4 days full visit among colours 
customs and tradition from all the 
world. 
 
 

Azerbaijan Pavillion- Expo2020 

UK Pavillion - Expo2020 

KSA Pavillion - Expo2020

Swiss Pavilion - Expo2020



    Al Wasla is another think that will just 
astonish you: The name Al Wasl means 
‘connection’ in Arabic, and hence, Al Wasl 
Plaza has been designed to work as the 
central core of the entire Expo 2020 site, 
connecting the three Thematic Districts, 
and providing a focal point for visitors 
throughout the six-month event.  
    The Plaza has been designed to form a 
grand ‘urban room’, a meeting place that 
creates a shaded microclimate unlike 
anywhere else in Dubai. After the 
completion of Expo 2020, the Al Wasl 
Plaza will remain a central point of District 
2020, an interconnected, multi-purpose 
development capable of hosting a range 
of different events, from intimate 
occasions to large-scale functions with 
crowds of up to 10,000.  

    Al Wasl dome with its 360-degree 
projection surface would provide an 
unparalleled experience for millions of 
visitors. Weighing 550 tonnes of moulded 
steel, Al Wasl dome’s 22.5-metre crown 
had to be precisely positioned on top of 
the vertical trellis, with a margin of error 
of only three millimetres. It was 
completed using a technique called 
strand-jacking. Including the structures 
and equipment required to lift the dome 
during this process, the total weight was 
830 tonnes – equivalent to 600 saloon 
cars.  Well… we already spoiled a lot 
about this unique and magnificent event, 
but not enough to keep you surprised 
once there  Enjoy your visit!!! 
 
Alessandro & Vincenzo,  
Founders of Connect2Italy 
 

Al wasl plaza - Expo2020



Carlo Ratti, Italo Rota, Matteo Gatto and multidisciplinary studio 
F&M Ingegneria top Italy Pavilion at Dubai Expo with trio of boats 

EXPO 2020 DUBAI: ITALY PAVILION 
OFFERS AN 'UNFORGETTABLE EXPERIENCE'
Tom Ravenscroft - Dezeen.com

CONNECT2ITALY

    Italian studio Carlo Ratti Associati has 
created a building that aims to investigate 
reusable materials and natural cooling for 
the Italy Pavilion at Dubai Expo 2020.  
    Designed by Carlo Ratti Associati, 
architect Italo Rota, with architect Matteo 
Gatto and multidisciplinary studio F&M 
Ingegneria, the pavilion is topped with 
three boat hulls and surrounded by a 
curtain made from 70 kilometres of rope 
manufactured from recycled plastic. 
The pavilion was intended to 
demonstrate how temporary structures 
do not need to be hugely wasteful. 
"One of the things that always bothered 
me about expos, Olympics or temporary 
exhibitions is the fact that we build a 
temporary city and then everything goes 
to landfill," said Carlo Ratti Associati 
founder Carlo Ratti.  
"So we wanted to try to say well, how can 
we do a pavilion where everything tries to 
be circular and we don't waste anything 
at the end, you know, it's an experiment – 
some of these will work. Some of these 
will not, it will try different angles," he told 
Dezeen. 
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    The Italian pavilion's structure is 
formed from 150 slender vertical 
steel pillars, each 27 meters high, 
that support a trio of 40-metre-long 
upturned boat hulls manufactured in 
collaboration with shipbuilder 
Fincantieri. They are coloured red, 
white and green to represent the 
Italian flag and after the expo, they 
will be reused as boats.

The space is not air conditioned 



 

"All the facades are actually ropes – 
the air goes through the facade," said 
Ratti. "So this is one of the few non-air-
conditioned buildings on the site." 
    Today, it's very hot," he continued. 
"There's a difference between outside 
and inside of around 10 and 15 
degrees. Again, it's not perfect, but it's 
good. Air conditioning can turn the 
beach into a refrigerator, but it's just a 
waste of energy."  
    As well as being used to create an 
alternative to air conditioning, the 
ropes – like the boats – were chosen to 
evoke a nautical connection.  
    According to the studio, this 
references historical trading 
connections between Italy and the 
Middle East and ties into the expo's 
theme – "connecting minds, creating 
the future".

    "Most of the materials you see here are 
assembled in a way that can be 
dismantled and recycled," explained 
Ratti."One reuse angle is the roof. The 
roof actually can sail on its own. Think 
about that reinterpretation – it's like [UK 
architecture studio] Archigram's moving 
city, but this time the boats that compose 
the roof can continue to sail in the 
oceans." Hung between the hulls is a 
wave-shaped roof membrane made from 
ETFE and covered with a layer of 
perforated metal sheets to filter the 
sunlight that enters the building.  
    This is part of Carlo Ratti Associati's 
strategy to create a pavilion that did not 
require air conditioning. The roof 
membrane is combined with ropes made 
from two million plastic bottles that are 
hung around the exterior to enclose and 
shade the building in place of walls. 



    "What we need to do more and more 
today, especially in this moment of 
architecture, is to experiment like, well, 
nature does try new things to see what 
works, what doesn't," he said. 
"So this is an experiment through 
different angles, especially with the aim 
of being a bit more circular, and 
sustainable." The Dubai Expo is the 
latest World Expo – an international 
exhibition designed to  showcase 
architecture and innovation.  
    The six-month event will see 
contributions from 180 countries, 
including pavilions from the UK and the 
Netherlands, as well as the Qatar 
Pavilion and the UAE Pavilion by 
Santiago Calatrava.

Within the pavilion, escalators take 
visitors to the top of a series of ramps 
that lead down through the exhibits that 
showcase Italian design and innovation. 
    Ratti and the exhibition designers were 
keen to make sure that the pavilion did 
not present a "cliche" of Italian design and 
architecture. "It's so easy when you think 
about Italy, and the way people talk about 
Italy, often you end up with a cliche," said 
Ratti. "The point was that can we actually 
turn that historical knowledge into a way 
to elaborate the future. The pavilion is a 
lab about experimentation." Overall, Ratti 
hopes that the pavilion demonstrates 
how architecture should be used to 
experiment.

Exhibits are designed to showcase Italian innovation 
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Photography is by Michele Nastasi. 
 
Expo 2020 Dubai is open to the public 
from 1 October to 31 March 2022.

The Italy Pavilion is topped with three boat hulls 

A series of ramps 
wind through the 
exhibition

One boat hull forms the roof of the pavilion's entrance 



We had the possibility to experience Venice and North Italy 
thanks to a dedicated Fam Trip organized by Promos Italy 

CIAO BELLA, CIAO ITALIA! 
VISITNG VENICE AND ITS UNIQUE SECRETS
Andrey Yurchenko - Priority Status (RUS)

CONNECT2ITALY

    This is what actually came up in 
my mind when we arrived in Venice. 
Lovely city, streets, beautiful 
architecture and people. We missed 
it so much! It is always a good idea 
to visit the area which you are 
working with as much of then as 
you can: everything is changing 
quite fast. We're always in touch 
with our partners on sites: DMCs, 
hotels, venues and etc. Italy is 
surely on of the most popular 
destinations around the world. But 
still not fully discovered by the 
Russian market which makes it very 
promising to organize your next 
event there.  
    I'm pretty sure that we can bring 
our groups and events (not only 
individuals) back to Italy very soon. 
Thanks to all our partners and 
friends for helping us to reach your 
country during the fam trip. We will 
come back shortly) grazie mille!  
  
 Grazie Italia! 
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InBuyer Tourism Fam Trip 2021 
 

 Connect2Italy supports Promos Italia in 
selecting international Tour Operators to 

join the programmes 
  

 Since 2015, Promos Italia supports the export of local 
companies organizing business meetings with 

selected buyers. In 2020 the project became digital, 
providing a platform where international players can 
easily get in touch with high-level quality suppliers. 

The Fam Trip program aims at promoting Lombardy as a 
tourism destination through a themed itinerary across 
the region and Connect2Italy supports the organization 
in selecting and welcoming in Italy valuable operators, 
part of C2I networks that operates all over the world, 

selling Italy and its excellences.  
 
  
 

Photo: Center of Page - Andrey and an Italian provider during the 
Fam Trp 



Italian know-how and design made available to Expo 2020 and 
the participating countries. 

EXPO 2020 DUBAI: 39 NATIONAL 
PAVILIONS COVERED BY AN ITALIAN TEAM
Giornalediplomatico.it

CONNECT2ITALY

    There are 39 national pavilions of 
Expo 2020 Dubai curated by the Italian 
team made up of matteogatto & 
associates, Mosae, Mancini Worldwide 
and Beyond the Limits. In particular, 30 
countries assisted by Expo 2020, 
distributed in the three petals of the 
thematic districts + 9 CYP Country 
Young Program pavillions are the sum 
of the commitment of the team, all 
Italian, made up of matteogatto & 
associates, Mosae, mancini Worldwide 
and Beyond the Limits for Expo Dubai 
2020. Italian know-how and design 
made available to Expo 2020 and the 
participating countries. A goal achieved 
thanks to the great experience gained 
in the construction: from design to 
construction, of the Universal 
Exposition in Milan that continues over 
time and looks to the future. 
    matteogatto & associates (former co-
designer of the Italian pavilion) took 
care of the creation and design of the 
exhibition contents in collaboration 
with Blossom srl which created the 
graphic design. 
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    Beyond the Limits Ltd a company 
based in Dubai took care of the order 
and relations with the customer, 
Mancini Worldwide entertained all the 
precious diplomatic and international 
reactions with the countries involved 
and finally Mosae srl engineered the 
installation and carried out the overall 
project management up to to the 
implementation of the 39 exhibitions. 

Matteo Gatto - Creative Director, NMatteo Gatto & Associati 



    The thematic districts are an integral 
part of the Expo 2020 Dubai site and 
comprise 86 permanent buildings 
spread over three separate "petals", 
housing 136 participating countries. 
Each of the three petals has been given 
a unique and memorable character, 
depicted through a different geometry, 
landscape and colors to reflect the 
three main themes of Expo 2020 Dubai: 
Mobility, Opportunity and 
Sustainability. 

Every year the wonderful 
Tuscan hills they are the 
destination of millions of 

visitors from all over the world

    Designed by Hopkins and Partners, 
the neighborhoods are meant to evoke 
old Dubai, and feature facades 
reminiscent of traditional Emirati wind 
towers, as well as walkways that are 
lined with indigenous flora.

Sao Tome & Principe Expo2020 Pavillion 

Papua New Guinea Expo2020 Pavillion 
  



    matteogatto & associates and its 
partners have been called by the 
company Expo Dubai 2020 to assist 30 
assisted countries in the creation of the 
exhibition contents and their design: 
Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, 
Bhutan, Commonwealth of Dominica, 
Commonwealth of The Bahamas, 
Federal Republic of Somalia , Georgia, 
Independent State of Papua New 
Guinea, Islamic Republic of Mauritania, 
Kingdom of Eswatini, Lao PDR, 
Principality of Andorra, Republic of 
Armenia, Republic of Benin, Republic of 
Botswana, Republic of Chad, Republic 
of Cyprus, Republic of Guatemala, 
Republic of Madagascar, Republic of 
Nicaragua, Republic of Palau, Republic 
of Panama, Republic of Sierra Leone, 
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, 
Republic of Zambia, Saint Lucia, Saint 
Vincent and the Grenadines, São Tomè 
and Prìncipe, Solomon Islands, State of 
Eritrea. 
    30 different exhibitions developed 
from the blank sheet in close 
collaboration with the countries: from 
the search for the excellence of the 
participants to their relationship with 
the theme "connecting minds, creating 
the future", from the development of 
specific contents for each one to the 
exhibition storytelling, from the visitor 
experience to the visual identity of each 
country created ad hoc, up to the 
printing and installation of the 
contents.

"Simplicity is the ultimate 
sophistication. " 

 
Leonardo da Vinci

    9 Country Young program pavilions - 
Still within the thematic districts 9 
countries around the world, including 
Sri Lanka, Zimbabwe, Myanmar, 
Malawi, San Marino, Grenada, Djibouti, 
Suriname and Saint Kitts and Nevis, 
have had their pavilions by emerging 
young students rather than world-
renowned designers or architects.    
    Teams of students from these nine 
countries investigated their nation's 
history, national priorities and 
development challenges to create their 
pavilion designs before working 
together at Expo 2020 to bring them to 
life with our technical and creative 
assistance in making them. the final.

Palau Expo2020 Pavillion Creative Process - Matteo Gatti & Associati 
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Palau Expo2020 Pavillion 

Sierra Leone Expo2020 Pavillion 



EVER SMILING AT LA SERENISSIMA -  A 
UNIQUE JOURNEY IN A TIMELESS CITY 
 Danilo De Gregorio and Neil McCrae

LOVE2ITALY

    #Sorriso is the Italian word for “smile”, 
because smiling is the first gesture you 
naturally do once you step your feet in 
the magnificent lagoon of Venice. This 
city, an astonishing masterpiece of human 
architecture, built on an atoll of 120 tiny 
islands formed by approximately 177 
canals, is a shining jewel which can offer 
any visitor a visual stimulus of warmth, 
happiness and joy, thus putting an 
inevitable #sorriso upon the face. In our 
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 case, thanks to Connect2Italy, we had the 
opportunity to experience the magnificent 
atmosphere of the Serenissima (the Most 
Serene), a name given to Venice centuries 
ago when it was a large trading empire.      
    Our trip started with our private water 
taxi leading us through the Grand Canal, 
and down smaller canals to the beautiful 
Ca’ Ranieri Tenti, a cozy accommodation 
located in a quiet, yet accessible area of 
the city. The interior of this unique place,

Venice never quite seems real, but rather an ornate film set 
suspended on the water.



 characterized by a contemporary 
design mixed with classical pieces and 
original architectural features, 
represented the overture of this 
amazing trip, the perfect location to 
begin our discovery of the Serenissima.  
    The beauty and the charm of this 
lagoon is unique. Starting from a 
simple walk among tiny streets with 
vivid coloured doorways which 
characterize the architectural maze of 
the city, you can suddenly walk into a 
vibrant atmosphere of local shops 
selling handmade glass works and 
artisanal products only in Venice.   
    Anyone in the world knows that one 
of the peculiar features of Venice is the 
absence of wheeled motor vehicles. 
However, it is not until you get the 
chance to drift down one of Venice’s’ 
many canals on board a gondola that 
you really appreciate the joyful 
atmosphere and the halo of peace that 
the Serenissima is able to give, 
particularly in the morning of later in 
the evening. The Serenissima can also 
feel surreal, like time has paused 
momentarily. For example, four 
classical architectural styles that 

 
The Serenissima can also 
feel surreal....like time has 

paused momentarily 

comprise the stunning San Marco 
square, which Napoleon used to call 
“the drawing room of Europe”, and 
thanks to Connect2italy, we had the 
opportunity to see the beauty of the 
Basilique of San Marco through the 
expert eyes of Guido Lion, a guide who 
plays a pivotal role in promoting 
tourism in Venice and has an 
astounding knowledge of the history of 
the city, its art, and its buildings. 
    Under his guide, we also had the 
chance to see the Gallerie 
dell’Accademia, an art gallery which is 
a visual joy, and where, by showing the 
masterpieces of Venetian artists such 
as Tiepolo, Tintoretto and Vasari, offers 
one more opportunity to put a 
#sorriso upon your face.



The colored houses and streets of Burano.

A picturesque and colored street in Burano.



Interior of St Marks Cathedral with the ItaloByzantine architecture 

View of the Canale Grande, with the typical Canal Poles or “Pali di Casada”
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Scala dei Turchi - Agrigento, Sicily
    Venice’s beauty extends to its islands, 
in particular the island of Burano. This 
pearl of the lagoon, enriched with 
vibrantly coloured houses, is a sort of 
tiny paradise that offers a quiet respite 
from the its busier neighbour, and as 
you can only get there by boat, is also a 
fantastic experience to see the famous 
skyline of Venice grow smaller as you 
skim over the lagoon.   
    We felt the same sense of warmth 
and peace when we visited another 
neighbour of Venice, the island of 
Murano, known for its world-famous 
glass production and factories. On our 
visit we were shown one such factory 
where the artist worked around super-
heated furnaces with their team to 
create magnificent sculptures, 
chandeliers and pieces of arts. Once 
again witnessing something being 
created that is an emblem of 
something made in Italy, and unique to 
Italy will, once again, put a #sorriso on 
your face.  
    Concerning creativity, the acme of 
our tour was characterized by our visit 
to the atelier, Antonia Sautter, the 
legendary designer and creator of the 
Ballo del Doge. Antonia warmly 
welcomed us to her world, describing 
with such dedication and clarity how 
her creations are made, what her 
influences are described the real 
meaning behind many of her stunning 
creations that largely embody strong 
female influencers 

Portico in St. Marks square



 

throughout history; the pieces 
themselves are astonishing to behold 
and seeing the finesse and finely 
detailed hand-embroidered by hand 
fabrics that are worn during the Ballo 
Del Doge is something that happens 
once in a lifetime.  
    The creations of Antonia Sautter 
own the soul of what can be 
considered the essence of Venice, of 
its past, beauty and tradition that will 
never die. Our discovery of a ‘hidden’ 
Venice was purely thanks to the 
superb Laurence Meccoli, the so-
called Venetian Travel Planner.    
    Laurence considers tourism not just 
work, but one of the reasons for her 
life and a passion. We discovered with 
Laurence the most exclusive corners 
of Venice, in which the joy of the 
culture there is characterized by the 
tasting of a good wine, prosecco or 
good local food in small locally-run 
restaurants (including Ristorante da 
Ivo and Osteria I Rusteghi) that offer 
gourmet excellence and genuine 
Venetian hospitality. Given its canals, 
its mysterious atmosphere, and 
grandiose architecture, Venice is a 
precious casket which must be 
admired with respect and devotion 
and that will continue to bring a 
#sorriso upon the face of the visitors 
arriving from all over the world for 
hopefully many years to come. 
    We wish to thank Alessandro 
Mancini, Co-Founder of Connect2Italy, 
for the realization of this dream-tour.  



HOW TO GET “CONNECTED” WITH THE 
MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY
Guido Maggiore - Relationship Manager, Connect2Italy 

LOVE2ITALY

    Today's planning foresees a Meeting at 
9.30 Italian time with a member from 
Rome and a Buyer from Emirates, then at 
11.00 with a member from Sicily with a 
buyer from India. Following, at 3.00 pm 
we have a Meeting with a member from 
Tuscany with a buyer from Spain, and 
finally at 6.00 pm with an operator from 
Veneto with one from Argentina.  
This is more or less part of my working 
days. A job that allows me to connect 
professionals from all over the world 
without leaving home. Moreover, it  
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allowed me to "travel", to visit beautiful 
places of my Country and to make 
it  possible that people from all over the 
world knew them too. Especially during 
this last year where it was not possible 
to do it live. Also all these Italian areas, 
accommodations, services and more 
were presented by locals. People born 
and raised there who want to present at 
their best their places and desire to 
invite the others to know them in person 
as soon as possible. During our 
meetings, in a relaxed and familiar  

A virtual 1to1 meeting among C2I Members: in the left-upper corner, Leonora Di Mauro from Italy In Style (USA), left-down Laurence 
Meccoli (ITA), right-down Antonio Forni from Palazzo Morosini degli Spezieri in Venice and in the upper-right corner Guido 
Maggiore from C2I



atmosphere, it is easy to feel like having a 
coffee in Piazza Dante in Naples, tasting 
excellent wine in the Tuscan hills or 
having an aperitif on a panoramic terrace 
in the heart of Rome.     
 This happens because, even if the 
operators, Italian and foreign, see each 
other for the first time on cam during our 
Meetings, it’s like they already knew each 
other thanks to our path of introduction 
and presentation of both parts, in 
addition to their profiling on the 
Connect2Italy platform. 
 
That’s what it means to me staying 
#2gether. 
  
See you at the next Meeting! 

“ Networking is all about 
connecting people and their 

peculiarities. 
But then again, isn't that what 

life is about? “

    • More than 150 1to1 online 
Meetings organized by 
Connect2Italy team in the last 6 
months  
 
    •  More than 80 Buyers from 20 
and more Countries around the 
world involved in the meetings  
 
    • More than 7.500 hours 
connected online among italian and 
international members in the last 
year

Connect2Italy B2B 
Meetings in Numbers

Guido Maggiore  



Calabria in autumn: all the colors of the 
Sila, where the foliage is a spectacle

In the heart of Calabria there is a place with 
Scandinavian sceneries, just over half an hour from 
the sea, with vast plateaus and lakes covered with 
forests, which explode in a myriad of colors in 
autumn. It is the Sila National Park, 150 thousand 
hectares shared between the provinces of Cosenza, 
Crotone and Catanzaro. A surprising land that 
already Norman Douglas, traveler of the Grand 
Tour, described at the beginning of the twentieth 
century as "an authentic virgin forest never touched 
by human hand" in the book Old Calabria, and of 
which, before that, Virgil and Pliny had praised the 
majesty , speaking precisely of the forest that 
covered it, known in ancient times as silva brutia 
(forest of the Bruzi people).





DE BELLINI DESIGN APARTMENTS & EVENT 
SPACE INAUGURATES ITS NOBLE FLOOR  
30TH SEPTEMBER 2021, PALERMO – ITALY 
Giusy Scola - Hotel Manager & Marianna La Barbera – Professional 
journalist and head press office

LOVE2ITALY

Inside the XVII century ex Valguarnera Palace, private residence 
of Santa Lucia Marquess, deBellini welcomes you with warmth 
and professionalism, in the heart of the centre of Palermo.

    Seven elegant design apartments, 
complete with all the necessary comforts 
to make your stay in Palermo unique. In 
one of the most beautiful squares in 
Palermo, into the Kalsa quarter.  
    The ex Valguarnera Palace, expertly 
restored, harmoniously combines the 
charm between the antiques and the 
modern, refined and comfortable design 
The noble floor of the real estate, left on 
its own devices after a fire on 1964, has 
been object of renovation and restoration 
and last 30th September it has finally 
open the doors, getting back to be 
available to the city. 
    It inaugurates therefore not only a new 
season full of events, art and music, but 
also a new period concerning the 
hospitality sector in order to improve the 
truism offer and the whole thing making 
more exclusive and personalized the 
services for guests. 
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    400 square meters of beautiful lounges 
that follow one another as required by 
the architectural style of that period and 
the strategic position in which the 
building is located – the core of the old 
town – will play an important role in 
providing forms of tourism linked to 
international art events ( e.g. Palermo Art 
Weekend, the contemporary art festival 
currently displayed along the lounges of 
the noble floor ) or to the last new trend 
concerning the world of weddings, 
according to whom more and more 
couples choose Sicily for their '' yes, I do ''. 



 

    Not to mention the sector linked to 
business tourism – the space event 
makes possible to carry out national and 
international corporate events, business 
meeting and incentives, taking advantage 
from the presence of the apartments 
which make possible welcoming business 
managers from other countries. 
 
     In the current phase of renaissance, it 
is important to be there and open the 
doors and deBellini is already doing it. To 
those who ask us: '' How do you see the 
future? '' We reply that we already feel a 
little bit inside the future and look at it 
with a smile. 
 
Giusy Scola - Hotel Manager 

Ex Valguarnera Palace in Palermo - 
History  
 
 The building complex, originally identified by the 
former factories of the Bellini Theater, except for 
the portion at the corner with via Discesa dei 
Giudici, originally, as a whole, it was precisely the 
Valguarnera Palace. 
In fact, it is said that in 1676 Ponzio Valguarnera, 
Marquis of Santa Lucia, rented to Don Francesco, 
Prince of Valguarnera, a warehouse to represent 
farces and comedies for the benefit of populace. 
Thus was born the theater "dei Travaglini" or del 
Travaglino "from the name of a popular mask 
Palermo. Following the tremendous success of the 
initiative, in 1726 the Valguarnera family decided 
to have a real theater built. The theater 
inaugurated in 1742 and made entirely of wood, 
was called "Santa Lucia" (name of the house of 
the founders). 
 



 

Photos of DeBellini refurbished noble floor



 

 
About 
 
Inside an ancient palace, expertly 
restored and in the heart of the historic 
center of Palermo, the deBellini will 
welcome you with warmth and 
professionalism.  
 
 Seven elegant design apartments, 
complete with all the necessary 
comforts to make your stay in Palermo 
unique.  
  
          DeBellini Palermo 
 
          
                  
 

Giusy Scola and DeBellini team 

https://www.debellinipalermo.it/en/


WE CHOOSE TO FOCUS ON ITALY, BECAUSE 
WE KNOW IT BY HEART, WE HAVE LIVED 
THERE FOR MANY YEARS, WE BELIEVE IN ITS 
POSSIBILITIES AND ABOVE ALL, WE LOVE IT.
Juana Barbera - CEO, Bambivva Travel (ESP)

LOVE2ITALY

Months ago, Imagining Italy without activity and social 
interaction was unthinkable to me. The Italy that I had known 
and loved was punched in the gut.

    Italy is coming back to life. But things 
won't be the same for a long time. 
Coronavirus has changed the way we 
travel. Over the last months, Italy's 
massive tourism sector has been a study 
in contrasts: first at all, too many tourists 
crowding the country's most popular 
spots, then almost none at all.  
    Now, the tourism sector is seeking to 
strike the right balance between the two 
opposites. In this moment, the touristic 
industry is restarting globably and 
watching Italy come back to life brings me 
a big "sorriso", and I said a big smile 
because Italy is synonymous with its 
natural beauty, incredible gastronomy, art 
and style. Italy is a destination where even 
one visit is not enough.You will definitely 
come back for more, for its tiramisu in 
Piazza Unita D'Italia in Trieste, piping hot 
melting cheese of a fresh pizza en el 
Cilento, the smooth cold taste of gelato in 
Florence , the perfect golden glow of  

Venice, the very elegant style of roman 
boutiques, sunlight spilt across olive 
trees in Tuscany, so many lakes, 
mountains and IUNESCO-listed sites. 
Italy has no shortage of stunning 
locations to while away a few days.  
 36
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About 
 
Bambivva Travel specialize in organizing 
tailor-made luxury travel experiences 
and High-End luxury emotions in Italy. 
 
Different experiences, unknown places 
and custom activities are our trademark, 
notwithstanding professionalism, 
exclusivity, dedication and originality. 
 
            Bambivva Travel 

So, Italy is officially open to all leisure 
travelers! for this reason we are waiting 
for you because We miss hearing ‘Hello, 
do you have a table?’ We miss people’s 
smiles, hearing ‘Grazie’ with their own 
accent that we love so much. 
 
 So there's never been a better time to 
explore Italy's corners. Ti aspettiamo con 
un gran SORRISO!  

https://bambivva.com/




Rome: The Rione Monti
Rome's Monti neighborhood is a 
collection of art galleries and enoteche 
(wine bars) just to the east of the 
Colosseum. And after a lengthy phase 
of urban re-organization, it is a mecca 
for young tourists traveling to the 
Eternal City. Bordering the Roman 
Forum and the Esquiline district, it is 
also just a stone's throw away from the 
Basilica Santa Maria Maggiore (with its 
unique Cosmatesque flooring) and 
from that of St. Peter in Chains, site of 
Michelangelo's glorious sculpture of 
Moses.



The Hotel Colosseum is situated on the top of the "Esquilino" Hill, an exclusive location full 
of bars, typical restaurants, cafes and craft shops.  

 
 A short walk through the narrow streets of the Eternal City, will lead you to most 

famous monuments, discovering unique and romantic glimpses of the city on the way.

COMFORT AND CHARM 
IN THE CENTER OF ROME

https://www.hotelcolosseum.com/


...allow yourself be enchanted by the most breath-taking view of the 
eternal city...relax on our terrace overlooking the colosseum, with an 

aperitif and the spectacular sky over rome at sunset!



ALL YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT TRAVEL 
RESTRICTIONS IN ITALY  
OCTOBER, 2021
Andrew Sagerson on Wantedinrome.com

Can I travel to Italy? What are the travel restrictions in Italy? 
Here are the answers to all your questions. 

DISCOVER2ITALY

    On Tuesday, 7 September, Italy's 
coronavirus emergency commissioner 
General Francesco Figliuolo announced 
that more than 80 percent of the 
population over the age of 12 has 
received at least one dose of the Covid-
19 vaccine. As a result, Italy is well on 
pace to meet its goal set earlier this year 
of having 80 percent completely 
vaccinated by the end of September.   
    Figliuolo also announced that Italy 
would start giving third doses to 
members of the population deemed to 
be in the high-risk category. All of this is 
good news for a country that has seen 
life largely return to normal over the 
summer, including in the tourism sector. 
Countries are listed in a tier system (A-
E) based on their location, and 
epidemiological risk. Each list has 
different levels of restrictions associated 
with it.  Italy has also recently announced 
its new "green" travel pass for all 
foreigners looking to travel to the country 
as of May 16th.   This includes travelers 
from the US and UK that makeup over 30 
percent of travelers to Italy.  

    This includes travelers from the US 
and UK that makeup over 30 percent of 
travelers to Italy. To qualify for a green 
pass you must prove that you have been 
vaccinated for Covid, have tested 
negative and taken a Covid free flight, or 
have recently recovered from Covid-19.   
    Italy has also announced that it is 
expanding its list of routes for Covid-
free flights to Canada, Japan, and the 
United Arab Emirates.  
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List A 
    Category A contains Vatican City and 
the Republic of San Marino. There are 
no restrictions for either of these two 
States. 
 
List B and C 
    Category B and C both pertain to 
Continental Europe and any other 
territories on the European Mainland 
as well as Iceland and Israel, but not 
the UK. List B is used for many countries 
in Continental Europe that have a low 
epidemiological rate, though currently, 
no countries qualify for this list. Anyone 
with EU/Schengen Citizenship can travel 
to Italy for any reason, including tourism. 
Restrictions will apply if someone has 
passed through or stayed in a country on 
list D and/or E within 14 days before 
entering Italy. Before entering Italy, it is 
mandatory to fill out the Digital 
Passenger Locator Form which replaces 
the self-declaration form. It is also 
mandatory to provide the EU Digital 
Covid Certificate in one of the following 
languages: Italian, English, French, or 
Spanish, showing one of the following 
conditions:  
    Having completed the anti-SARS-CoV 2-
vaccination cycle with one of the 
following accepted vaccines: 
    • Pfizer 
    • Moderna 
    • AstraZeneca  
    • Johnson and Johnson 
    • That you have recovered from the 
date of the first positive swab) 

    • That you have tested negative for 
Covid-19 with a molecular or antigen 
swab test in the 48 hours prior to entry 
into Italy. (Children under the age of 6 
are exempt from the pre-departure 
swab test)     
    Failure to provide any of these 
documents will result in a mandatory 5 
day period of self-isolation upon entry, 
at the end of which an antigen or 
molecular swab test will be carried out. 

List D 
The countries included on List D have 
changed. As of now, the countries 
included on List D are Albania, Saudi 
Arabia, Armenia, Australia, 
Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Brunei, Canada, United Arab 
Emirates, Japan, Jordan, Lebanon, 
Kosovo, Moldova, Montenegro, New 
Zealand, Qatar, United Kingdom 
(excluding the territories, not on the 
European continent), the Republic of 
Korea, Republic of North Macedonia, 
Serbia, Singapore, United States of 
America, Ukraine, Taiwan, Hong 
Kong, and Macao Special 
Administrative Regions.  

Specific Rules have been adopted for 
entry from Japan, Canada, and the 
United States of America, more on that 
below. For travelers from countries on 
List D to avoid a mandatory period of 
self-isolation upon arrival, they must 
present one (or more) of the following: 



 

    • Fill out the Passenger Locator Form 
as listed above. The form can be filled 
out in both digital and paper formats. 
    • Show proof of a negative molecular 
or antigen swab test taken within 72 
hours before entering Italy. Travelers 
coming from the UK must take the test 
within 48 hours before entry. 
    • Show proof of vaccination of one of 
the vaccines listed above for List C. 
 
If travelers are unable to present either 
a negative swab test or proof of 
vaccination upon arrival, they will be 
required to complete 5 days of self-
isolation with a molecular or antigen 
test taken at the end of the period. 
Travelers who will self isolate must do 
the following: 
 
Fill out the same passenger locator form 
listed above. 
 
Take a molecular or antigen test with 
the same rules listed above. 
 
    • Notify the prevention department of 
the local health authority of your arrival 
in Italy. See contact details here:  
    • Travel to your final destination in 
Italy by private transport only.  
    • Remain in self-isolation for 5 days 
and take another test at the end of the 
period. 
 
 Vaccination certificate guidelines are 
the same as for countries in List C 

List E 
List E includes all other countries not 
mentioned previously except for 
Brazil, India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, 
Japan, Canada, and the United States 
of America as specific rules apply to 
these countries. Entry into Italy from 
any country on List E does not require 
any authorization from the Ministry of 
Health, but is allowed only for specific 
reasons:  
 

    • Work 
    • Health reasons 
    • Study reasons 
    • Absolute urgency 
    • Return to one’s domicile, home, or 
residence 
Upon entry into Italy from a country on 
List E one must follow these guidelines:



 

    • Have tested negative within 72 hours 
of arrival into Italy with either a molecular 
or antigen swab test. 
    • Complete the Digital Passenger 
Locator Form 
    • Notify the prevention department of 
the health authority responsible for the 
area of your entry. 
    • Reach your final destination in Italy 
only by private transport. 

Japan, Canada, and the United States 
of America 
Travelers from these countries are 
allowed to enter Italy without the need 
for motivation or undergoing a 5 day 
isolation period. However, certain 
restrictions do apply to travelers from 
these countries:  
  
    • Upon entry, travelers must present 
the Passenger Locator Form as well as 
proof of a negative result from a 
molecular or antigen test taken within 
72 hours of arrival.  
    • Travelers from these countries must 
provide valid proof of vaccination of one 
of the vaccines listed earlier that have 
been approved by the European 
Medicines Agency (EMA). The proof of 
vaccination must be provided in one of 
the following languages: Italian, English, 
French, or Spanish.  
    • Or a valid certificate showing that 
someone has recovered from Covid-19. 

 Travelers who only have proof of a 
negative molecular or antigen test must 
self-isolate for 5 days and take another 
test once their period of self-isolation is 
finished.  
  
For more information on the travel 
restrictions for Brazil, as well as how to 
apply for authorization from the 
Ministry of Health, visit the following 
link  
For additional information on travel 
restrictions in Italy, visit salute.gov.it 

    • Undergo fiduciary isolation and 
health surveillance for 10 days. 
    • Take another molecular or antigen 
swab test at the end of your 10 day 
isolation period.

https://www.salute.gov.it/portale/nuovocoronavirus/dettaglioContenutiNuovoCoronavirus.jsp?lingua=english&id=5412&area=nuovoCoronavirus&menu=vuoto&tab=7


 TASTE2ITALY

POLENTA CONCIA 
THE GOOIEST POLENTA OF THEM ALL 
Pierangelo Dal Ben - Italian cusine expert

This hearty summer stew is a favourite all over southern Italy.

This rich and indulgent polenta recipe 
from the Aosta Valley is mountain 
cooking at its best. The polenta is mixed 
with butter, milk and the region's 
famous Fontina cheese, making it a 
perfect side dish to rich stews such as 
Carbonnade Valdostana. 
This comforting polenta dish from Valle 
d'Aosta (or the Aosta Valley) is hugely 
popular across the tiny northwest 
region. Rich with milk, butter and the 
area's famous Fontina cheese, it's 
incredibly indulgent and the perfect 
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fodder for staving off the cold 
mountain weather.  
If you're struggling to get your hands 
on Fontina, then it can be substituted 
with Toma or Taleggio (two other 
famous northern Italian cheeses), or 
you could even use Emmental, 
Grùyere or Gouda. However, for the 
real Aostan polenta experience, only 
Fontina will do!



    Step 1 - Bring the water to 
the boil and add plenty of salt. 
Whisk in the polenta and 
simmer for 45 minutes, 
stirring often to break up any 
lumps. If the polenta becomes 
too thick and starts sticking, 
add a little more water 
  
    Step 2 - Remove the rind 
from the cheese (if it has one) 
and dice into small cubes 
  
    Step 3 - Stir the milk into 
the polenta to loosen, then 
add the cheese and butter 
and continue stirring until 
melted. Taste for seasoning 
and serve with plenty of black 
pepper (and a little more 
melted butter) on top 
 
  

- 250g of polenta 
- 1l water 
- 200ml of whole milk 
- 80g of fontina cheese, or another alpine 
cheese such as Emmental, Toma or 
Taleggio 
- 80g of unsalted butter, softened, plus a 
little extra melted butter for drizzling 
- salt 
- freshly ground black pepper 
 

Ingredients

60 MINUTES, 

 

EASYSERVES 6
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REGION:    
Valle d'Aosta



"Spreading and promoting the beauty and the joy of Italy is our aim. It 
makes us proud and enthusiast to allow people from all over the world to 
know a different face of the Bel Paese." 
  
Itineraries, hidden gems and unique stays are part of our daily life and still, 
we get surprised of the magnificent experiences Italy could offer. 
  
 If you want to become part of Connect2Italy network, contact us at 
business@connect2italy.com 
 

mailto:business@connect2italy.com
https://www.linkedin.com/company/69206180/admin/
https://www.instagram.com/connect2italy/?hl=it
https://connect2italy.com/

