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Editor’s letter

START A NEW CHAPTER  
BE PART OF A RICH MUSICAL HERITAGE

0203 976 8245 | WESTONHOMES.COM

Luxurious 1, 2 and 3 bedroom apartments at The Old Vinyl Factory in Hayes UB3. Enjoy the all-inclusive  
specification – just move in! Superfast broadband for both work and play. Enjoy restaurants, shops, gym,  
cinema and a live music venue on your doorstep. It’s only moments from Hayes and Harlington station.

PRICES FROM £349,995

Janice Morley 
Editor, The Weston

The health and sustainability 
of our planet is high on all 
our agendas. Weston Homes 

is totally committed to building 
sustainably. It is among the first 
new homes builders to develop 
innovative offsite construction 
methods to create sustainable 
homes that function far beyond 
regulatory eco-requirements.

We all know that we need to sort 
out pollution, recycle our waste  
and use less energy. Weston Homes 
shares your concern. We know you 
want to get it right and we want  
to get it right, too. It’s not easy  
if you live in an older home but  
the joy of a newly built home is  
the opportunity to benefit from  
built-in sustainability.

Weston Homes has invested 
millions of pounds constructing 
two highly advanced design  
and development factories  
where experts oversee quality 
off-site construction. These 
factories analyse not only the 
carbon footprint of their own  
work, but the Weston Group 
produces yearly reports on the 
carbon footprint of the entire 
company: their construction  
sites, factories, plant machinery, 
vehicle fleet, water consumption 
and their new Weston Homes  
head office in Takeley, Essex.

The Weston Group has its own 
25-employee environmental 
department, with an energy  
and sustainability team headed  
by environmental expert,  
Heidi Pateman. 

It is one of the first housebuilders 
to create a philosophy of Fabric 
First. This means, as Weston 
Homes chairman, Bob Weston, 
explains, “insulating every 
component part of the house”. 
These exceptional homes aim  
to keep energy bills low and 
comfort high.

At Weston Homes, we hope you  
will enjoy the benefits of our  
efforts to build low-energy,  
low-running cost homes with big 
windows that make the very most 
of natural light (saving you from 
having to switch on the lights in  
the daytime), and minimum waste.  
If we all do our bit we can live a life 
that is good for us, the community 
and the future of our families.

Best wishes
Janice Morley
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FABRIC FIRST IS THE  
WESTON HOMES MANTRA

By Barbara Chandler

Feature

Weston Homes – leading the way  
in Fabric First
As the world grapples with the fallout of the COP26 
international climate conference, it’s good to know 
that near to home, leading property developer Weston 
Homes is committed to sustainability with a passion.
“Sustainability is embedded in everything we design 
and build,” says Shaun Weston, managing director of 
British Offsite, the wholly owned manufacturing arm 
of Weston Homes. Shaun adds: “And at the core of  
our commitment is Fabric First.”

So what exactly does ‘Fabric First’ mean?
It’s a seemingly simple approach, but in the world  
of building design, Fabric First carries a powerful 
message for our homes, our energy bills, and for  
the planet. We’re not talking curtains, or the finer 
points of fashion here. This ‘fabric’ is serious stuff.  
It describes the very body of our homes – the walls, 
roofs, floors, windows and doors. You may have heard 
the term, perhaps, on the TV series Grand Designs,  
or seen it in architectural articles on the web or in 
specialist magazines, as self-build projects and one-off 
architect-designed homes have led the way… until now.

A radically new way of working has made Weston 
Homes the trailblazer in bringing affordable, 
accessible Fabric First to British home-building  
on a large scale.

Why fabric should be first
It’s all to do with reducing heat loss through the use  
of clever building materials and construction methods 
for walls, floors, roofs, windows and doors, which must 
be highly insulated and fit together tightly. Cutting 
heat loss in turn cuts energy use and carbon emissions 
– the golden goal of modern life. And of course, what’s 
good for the planet is good for bringing down your 
household bills. That’s got to be good news, with 
energy prices rocketing.

How is Weston Homes achieving this goal?
Basically, through making as much of a building  
as possible away from construction sites that are  
at the mercy of the weather with exposed, wet and  
cold working conditions.

The Weston Group has its own two British Offsite 
state-of-the-art factories, where it researches, designs 
and builds its unique system of UNI Panels for walls, 
floors and roofs. Here, steel external UNI Panels 
 are made complete with windows, doors, vents, 
fire-stopping and external cladding, cosily wrapped  
in 200mm interior insulation, with another 100mm 
outside for good measure. Everything is precision-
made in hi-tech workshops with the latest technology. 
And it all fits together like the proverbial glove – 
airtight and draught free.

Making buildings in a factory in warm, dry 
surroundings means the steel sheets that make up  
the bulk of UNI Panels can be cut in a way that reduces 
waste. Best use can also be made of other materials, 
using automated production lines. It’s far easier to 
control quality than on a building site, where it could 
take around five trades to construct the equivalent  
of a UNI Panel. 
 
Cutting your bills
This innovative approach to property development 
achieves low-carbon, sustainable homes that are 
affordable to heat – before you even consider the 
source/type of heating. Experts agree that it’s  
a far better and longer-lasting way to cut energy 
consumption, than simply bolting on ‘renewables’ 
such as heat pumps and/or solar panels. There’s 
 also less need for ongoing maintenance, as heat-
savers are built in rather than installed.

By fine-tuning this Fabric First approach to 
construction, new builds by Weston Homes typically 
achieve a B rating on their Energy Performance 
Certificates, or EPCs.

First introduced in 2013, EPCs are graded from  
A – the highest – down to G, and are required  
by law when property that uses energy is built,  
sold or rented.

The bigger, greener picture
According to the Energy Saving Trust, around  
one fifth of the UK’s total carbon emissions comes 
from our homes, mainly from our heating, lighting  
and household appliances.

Back in 2019, the Government’s Future Homes 
Standard proposed regulations that should cut 
carbon emissions by 75-80 per cent for all new  
homes built from 2025. Details of how this will  
happen are still hazy, though there were more 
announcements in 2021. But, thanks to pressure  
from the Royal Institute of British Architects and 
other professional bodies, the Fabric Energy 
Efficiency Standard (FEES) – spelling out the  
details of Fabric First – will play a central part.

Underpinned by legislation, the new regulations  
will hopefully future-proof all new homes with high 
levels of energy efficiency and low-carbon heating.  
The Government hopes the standard will go some  
way towards tackling climate change, and act as a 
roadmap for the industry and homeowners to reach 
Britain’s net zero target for 2050.

Right now, however, Weston Homes, committed  
to the design, manufacture and delivery of Fabric 
First, is ahead of the game.  

New ways of creating sustainable 
homes begin in this custom-built  

hi-tech hub in Essex
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WESTON HOMES  
ENERGY WARRIOR  
HEIDI PATEMAN

Feature

A complex web of 
sustainability regulations 
and options affects the 

design and build of new homes 
today. These are Heidi’s stock-in-
trade. She explains: “In general 
terms, I help the large Weston 
Homes in-house team of architects 
and designers to optimise building 
fabric and provide renewable 
heating and energy.” 

Her work includes energy and 
sustainability statements for 
planning applications, and she is  
a qualified assessor for all aspects 
of building energy use.

In so doing her remit is wide, and 
any account of her impressive 
expertise is peppered with 
formidable acronyms. She’s a dab 
hand, for example at ‘SAPs’ (the 
Standard Assessment Procedure 
for the calculation of energy and 
CO2 emissions) and ‘EPCs’  
(Energy Performance Certificates), 

Heidi is justly proud of what has 
been achieved. “Our Fabric First 
approach, with its excellent  
levels of insulation, is second to 
none.” Recently, Weston Homes  
has been ahead of the times in 
replacing gas boilers with efficient 
air source heat pumps, before  
they are required to by the  
new legislation. Its household 
appliances and sanitary ware  
are specifically chosen for their 
energy and water efficiency.

Sustainability is so often in the 
news that many people now worry 
– feel guilty, even – about what  
they should be doing in daily life  
to reduce their impact on the 
environment. 

“I want to make sure my children and future 
grandchildren can live in a blossoming environment 
– and I strive to do things well, or not at all,” says 
Heidi Pateman, the energetic, outspoken and highly 
committed leader of a team of sustainability experts 
at the Weston Group. “Work is where my ideals get 
put into practice,” she adds, “because we’re making 
homes that are healthy, comfortable, efficient and 
planet-friendly.”

and in using ‘BREEAM’ (the 
Building Research Establishment’s 
Environmental Assessment 
Method). She also provides a  
yearly ‘SECR’ (Streamlined Energy 
Carbon Report) to help reduce 
energy and CO2 for the company 
as a whole.
 
Heidi was interested in buildings 
from an early age. Her father was 
an architect and for many years  
she helped him with surveys and 
internal designs. Then she joined 
an architectural company as  
office manager and, as energy  
and sustainability regulations 
mushroomed, she realised that 
architects and developers were 
crying out for expert advice. 

“So over a number of years, 
I upskilled to take on these new 
challenges.” Weston Homes  
was a main client, and it was a 
natural progression to join the 
developer’s team.
 

Having an energy-efficient and 
sustainable Weston Homes 
property is a big help, says  
Heidi. “It takes a burden off our 
customers, leaving them free  
to fine-tune their sustainability 
efforts, rather than worrying  
about the bigger things.
 
“For example, you don’t need to 
worry so much about flicking off 
switches when your lights are 
extremely energy efficient in the 
first place. And if your home is as 
well-insulated as one of ours, you 
won’t need to keep turning up the 
thermostat, or sit swaddled in 
extra jumpers.”

That was more than 10 years ago. 
Since then, Heidi has constantly 
kept herself up to date, researching 
and attending multiple training 
sessions, “because energy and 
sustainability are huge areas and 
what we need to do is constantly 
changing”.
 
As an aside, she remarks that  
a job in sustainability is now  
a really good career. “There’s  
a great shortage of qualified 
experts – indeed, we struggle to 
recruit – so there are plenty of 
opportunities.” Is it unusual for  
a developer to have a full-time 
sustainability expert on board? 
“Absolutely,” she says. “But being 
in-house at Weston Homes means 
we are in right at the beginning  
of the design process. And  
then we can make sure that 
projects don’t deviate from  
the sustainability track.”
 

Nevertheless, considerable 
challenges lie ahead, as Heidi is 
first to admit: “Scientists have 
warned that we must act now to 
avoid huge climate change.” But 
this will be difficult and expensive 
for housing developers, who this 
summer by law must cut carbon 
emissions for new builds by 31 per 
cent, increasing to about 75-80  
per cent in 2025, and then reach 
the Government’s pledge of zero 
carbon by 2050.
 
But she is optimistic, too. “At 
Weston Homes, we already have  
an excellent product, a skilled 
design team and our finger on the 
pulse – we are better placed than 
most to face the future.” 

IF YOUR HOME IS AS 
WELL-INSULATED AS 
ONE OF OURS, YOU 

WON’T NEED TO KEEP 
TURNING UP THE 

THERMOSTAT

Interview by Barbara Chandler
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THE HIDDEN HEALTH  
IN OUR APARTMENTS

Feature

Solar panels
Converts light into electricity  

even on cloudy days

Appliances
Chosen for their high EU  
Energy Efficiency Ratings  
and low water usage

Energy efficient heating:
Air source heat pump 350%+ efficient, 
creating a comfortable temperature  
from a renewable energy source  
OR 
Gas combination boiler with very  
low NOx emissions and flue gas heat 
recovery for additional efficiency
OR
Air source heat pump hot water  
cylinders with electric panel heaters

Sanitary ware
Flow control and reduced  

water volumes giving optimum 
performance with reduced waste

Energy-efficient lighting
Controlled high-efficiency CFL  
and LED lights both inside and 

outside your home

Car 
Electric vehicle charging point  
for your convenience and a more 
sustainable mode of transport

Structural insulated panels  
(UNI Panels/UNI Walls)
Cutting-edge technology that is 
lightweight and designed to be 
airtight and thermally efficient

High performance thermal  
windows and patio doors

Reduce heat loss and maximise 
natural daylight, decreasing the 

need for artificial lighting

Ventilation
High-efficiency  

ventilation often with  
heat recovery providing  
a healthy air quality and 

acoustic protection

Drainage
Sustainable urban 
drainage system to  

reduce flooding
and avoid water  

pollution

* Houses built by Weston Homes also  
incorporate many of these features;  
please ask for information specific  
to your chosen development. 

Weston Homes has designed its apartments  
to incorporate some or all of these features  
saving energy, water and your pocket.*
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to incorporate some or all of these features  
saving energy, water and your pocket.*
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Shopping, sadly, is often not very good for the 
planet. The combined greenhouse gas emissions 
of British retailers are 80 per cent higher  

than road traffic. Nevertheless, 70 leading brands, 
galvanised by the British Retail Consortium, have 
signed up to a Climate Action Roadmap promising  
net zero carbon by 2040. 

They’re doing it in three chunks, aiming to 
decarbonise their stores by 2030, their deliveries  
by 2035 and their products by 2040.

We all need – well, let’s face it, love – to shop, and 
obviously it’s an essential activity for Weston Homes 
first-time buyers. But it doesn’t have to be a guilty 
pleasure. Several recent surveys have shown that 
consumers now have “sustainable” near the top of 
their buying priorities, while many market-savvy 
retailers have responded, doing their bit for sales  
and the environment at the same time. 

Seeking to establish their eco-cred, brands may label 
products “made from recycled materials,” “fully 
recyclable,” or even just (rather weakly) “responsible”. 
But for a proper eco-audit, check out a retailer’s  
full story, probably hidden behind a small 
“sustainability” tag at the bottom of its website.

For starters, here are five retailers – two large and 
three small – that are showing the way. 

SHOPPING IS  
NO LONGER A 
GUILTY PLEASURE 

Feature

Leading brands are building sustainability 
into all their new homeware ranges. Bright, 
bold style was never more exciting.

IT’S YOUR WAY TO 
HELP SAVE THE PLANET 
By Barbara Chandler

1. John Lewis & Partners
John Lewis has been meeting sustainability head-on.  
The drawback is that it does not design and make all  
of the goods it sells. Nevertheless, John Lewis has an 
impressive Ethics and Sustainability Strategy. 

The retail giant is committed to net zero carbon by  
2035 – bringing forward the date by 15 years from a 
previous pledge.  

It promises own-brand products will be “made to last” 
from sustainable or recycled sources, while in-house 
designers are being trained to reduce waste, water and 
energy use. There’ll be more home collection services for 
bulky items. Innovative services for buying second-hand 
(with Vinteriors) and renting (with Fat Llama) will be 
expanded. www.johnlewis.com.

Darjeeling Rainbow Rug by Weaver Green
and below Tasha and Barney Green.

2. Weaver Green
Travelling in Asia in 2008, Tasha and Barney Green 
saw a rope made from unravelled plastic bottles.  
How could they, too, make something useful, indeed 
beautiful, from the billions of plastic bottles littering 
lands and oceans?

It took seven years to perfect the soft, open, colourful 
fibre now hand-loomed into Weaver Green’s popular 
rugs, cushions, throws, baskets and totes. Yes, these 
are still plastic – but that makes them machine 
washable, moth-proof, easy to clean, mould-resistant, 
UV-stable and hard-wearing. The brand has recycled 
around 160 million bottles to date. Rugs and throws 
from £45; cushions from £36. www.weavergreen.com.
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YOUR  
ECO-SHOPPING 
CHECKLIST  

•  Do you really need it?

•  Could you buy it second- hand/
vintage/antique?

•  Or even rent it?

•  Is it well-made? 

•  How long will it last?

•  Will it stand up to cleaning?

•  Is the manufacturer committed to 
sustainability?

•  Are materials sourced responsibly?

•  Does it make use of waste materials?

•  Is it sustainably made?

•  If buying from a shop, are they 
committed to sustainability?

•  Is maximum energy conserved in use? 
(if applicable).

•  Is packaging sustainable?

•  Is delivery sustainable?

•  Can it be repaired if necessary?

•  Can it be reused, refurbished or 
recycled, and how?

•  How are you getting rid of what  
it replaces?

3. Love Your Home
“The better the quality, the longer it lasts,” promises 
husband-and-wife team Leigh Harmer and Abi Boura, 
selling high-spec sofas since 2008. Now journalist  
and influencer Kate Watson-Smyth has designed for 
them “the most beautiful eco-sofa ever”. This has an 
FSC-certified frame (guaranteed for life) which is  
filled with recycled chip foam and coconut fibre 
dipped in natural latex. Covers are removable and 
interchangeable. For winter (and a UK first), there’s  
a unique recycled velvet made entirely from plastic 
bottles, woven by solar power and officially certified 
safe and sustainable. For summer, consider a 
chemical-free recycled cotton cover that’s made  
from 80 per cent fashion remnants, cutting waste, 
water and carbon emissions. Prices start at £2,498. 
www.love-your-home.co.uk.

THE BETTER THE QUALITY, 
THE LONGER IT LASTS 

4. Ikea
Notwithstanding decades of disposable flat packs, 
today the Swedish giant leads in sustainability 
practice. Sceptical? Read its latest report which  
can be found here: https://about.ikea.com/en/
sustainability/sustainability-report-highlights.

Ikea aspires to be “100 per cent circular” by 2030. 
This means its products will generate minimum waste 
and be easy to reuse, refurbish, repurpose or recycle. 
Ideally, circular products are themselves made from 
waste, and Ikea has already recycled wood, plastics, 
papers, metals and textiles into more than 30 quality 
materials. 

Check out Ikea’s Circular Hubs. These sell items  
that have been on display or are discontinued, plus  
‘pre-loved’ (aka second-hand) pieces from the brand’s 
pioneering Buy Back service. Or you can repair what 
you’ve got already with an abundance of spare parts 
available in store and online. www.ikea.com/gb.

5. Bower Collective
Friends Nick Torday and Marcus Hill set up Bower two  
years ago “to attack plastic waste”. They deliver sustainable 
laundry, homecare and beauty products as refills for reusable 
dispensers. Then, using the envelope supplied, you post the 
packaging back to Bower, where they guarantee it will be 
responsibly recycled.

“Our sustainable products do the job as well as non-sustainable 
alternatives and are rigorously tested,” says Bower Collective. 
 
A litre of Bower washing-up liquid costs from £3.59, flagged 
as a best buy for natural products by The Independent 
newspaper. Plus the £9.50 initial cost of the dispenser.  
www.bowercollective.com.

NATURALLY DERIVED, 
ETHICALLY SOURCED,  

UK-MADE AND NON-TOXIC
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LET THE LIGHT SHINE IN  
STYLE UP THESE MAGNIFICENT WINDOWS 
WITH STATEMENT CURTAINS AND BLINDS 

By Barbara Chandler

What tops a house-hunter’s wish list? Estate 
agents say that good, mood-boosting natural 
light comes up again and again and is notably 

in short supply in many period properties. But it’s what  
you get in abundance when you move into your new 
Weston Homes property. Designed into its properties 
are huge, floor-to-ceiling windows in most rooms. 

All agree these windows are a boon. They are double 
glazed, and for many developments they are fitted 
off-site in Weston Homes’ own workshops to exacting 
specifications, into their surrounding wall panel, to  
be delivered to site all in one piece. So, unlike windows 
in old houses, they don’t need heavy curtains to add 
insulation and block out draughts.

Nevertheless, there are times when you will want to 
cover your glass, perhaps to block out light or to ensure 
privacy – though it’s usually difficult to see into a room  
 

during the day as the light is so much brighter outside. 
Or you may simply want to soften the look of your  
room, or add a personal touch.

Light is nature’s mood-booster
“Weston Homes living rooms typically have balcony  
or terrace doors with large amounts of full-height 
glazing,” confirms ace interior decorator Chloe 
Rosamond of Voyage Interiors, who has designed 
stunning show homes for numerous Weston Homes 
developments over many years. “Dressing these with 
sheers is great for light control and privacy, crucially 
using a ceiling-mounted track. Their bedrooms also  
tend to have full-height glazing, which is wonderful 
for that flood of morning natural light. But for  
privacy, add heavier curtains here, maybe with  
a blackout lining.” 

Voiles (don’t call them nets)
Voiles add style, deaden sound, filter any 
harsh sunlight and provide privacy. There’s  
a huge choice at all prices, from elegant plains 
in a huge range of colours, to pretty prints 
and even metallics. Textures range from the 
finest, floaty films to heavier natural linens  
– no wonder everyone loves them. Look out  
for double-widths, so that you don’t have  
to do joins. A double track can layer voiles 
with heavier curtains. This will add depth  
and full night-time privacy. Voile blinds are  
an alternative.

Do your homework to make  
your home work
Weston Homes show home designer Felicity 
Stevens of Haus Interiors also loves the huge 
windows, but says some people are a little 
daunted. “Don’t be! Take your time to 
research headings and tracks, and how they 
will fit in with your scheme. There are so  
many choices. One of my favourites is simple, 
undulating wave-headed curtains. Fixed to 
the ceiling, they create an illusion of height, 
and seeing the fabric flowing to the floor is a 
statement in itself. These ‘stack back’ neatly 
to the sides, leaving plenty of daytime light.”

Treat your windows to techy blinds
‘Motorised’ roller blinds can fit out of sight 
into a neat metal cassette, to whiz up and 
down as needed at the touch of a button  
on a remote control console, wall switch or  
phone app. A specialist can make one up  
to a whopping 300cm wide – which is super-
handy for large windows. Many other window 
treatments can be similarly automated. 

Venetian blinds, with horizontal slats,  
were introduced by Luxaflex in 1951  
www.luxaflex.com and modernists still  
love their adjustable narrow metal slats.  
But now there are softer wooden versions,  
or tilting vertical louvres. 

You can add art to a bathroom with a  
printed roller blind; try Surface View  
www.surfaceview.co.uk. Stylish modern 
shutters make privacy very flexible. Café 
styles cover just a window’s bottom half,  
or go for a “tier on tier” arrangement,  
or a full-height shutter.

Feature

Left: Bedroom with voiles
Below: Roman blinds

Right: Motorised  
roller blinds

Left: Venetian blinds

Right: Printed roller blind 
from www.surfaceview.co.uk
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Professional advice from 
our Weston Homes stylists

Our experts really know  
their stuff…

“ Make sure tracks are good  
quality and glide well. Try and  
test them out in advance because 
once they’re up, they are a pain  
to swap!” Felicity

 “ New builds need special fixing  
for plasterboard – such as toggle, 
butterfly or umbrella.” Chloe

 “ Got a radiator on one side of the 
window? Have one large curtain  
to stack on the other side – you 
could seam a pair of ready-mades 
together.” Chloe

 “ Bespoke treatments are an 
investment, and it’s worth 
spending a little extra on blackout 
lining for the best sleep possible.” 
Felicity

 “ Typically, you won’t get a ready-
made longer than 228cm. Weston 
Homes’ floor-to-ceiling glazing 
height is 250cm. Add a border  
in a contrast colour. Job done.” 
Chloe

“ Blind fittings can block inward-
opening bedroom balcony doors, 
so go for a curtain.” Chloe

Chloe Rosamond,  
Voyage Interiors;  
www.voyageinteriors.com;  
@voyageinteriors

Felicity Stevens,  
Haus Interiors,  
www.interiorsbyhaus.co.uk;  
@hausinteriorsltd

Go for gorgeous greenery 
For quick privacy, call in the plants. 
A large expanse of glass deserves  
a bit of drama. Think big with  
sentry palms, say, or handsome 
cheese plants.  

Or hang planters from the ceiling, 
going full-retro with macramé pot 
holders and baskets, displaying 
trailers such as devil’s ivy or spider 
plants which are also easy to care 
for. You could also group big pots 
outside – consider romantic olive 
trees or feathery bamboo for 
high-level screening.

Who can help?
•  Use a professional. Window 

“treatments” are a confusing 
hybrid of curtains, blinds, shutters 
and screens, along with tracks, 
poles, headings and more. Not to 
mention colours, fabrics, patterns, 
linings, trimmings and so on.  

•  Ideally, shop with an expert who 
will come to your home with 
samples to advise, measure up  
and install. An interior designer 
could expand your style, suggest 
fresh options, access trade  
prices, and avoid costly mistakes.  
Voyage Interiors now offers 
‘curtain packages’.  
www.voyageinteriors.com

A LARGE EXPANSE  
OF GLASS DESERVES  

A BIT OF DRAMA

What a snip!
•  Interiors expert Jules Haines  

is rescuing top-brand fabric 
“overstocks” from landfill or 
incineration to sell cut-price on 
www.hainescollection.co.uk.  
She adds: “According to WRAP 
(the UK Waste & Resources Action 
Programme), the textile industry 
generates around 900,000 tonnes 
of waste every year, with nearly 
half from homewares.” 

•  A clutch of posh brands, Colefax 
and Fowler, Jane Churchill, 
France’s Manuel Canovas and 
Larsen, of the US, hold occasional 
– and eagerly awaited – joint 
one-day fabric sales, typically  
in the Royal Horticultural  
Halls in Victoria, SW1. Sign up  
for their newsletter at  
www.colefax.com.

•  The huge, recently enlarged and 
revamped Design Centre Chelsea 
Harbour, Lots Road, SW10, with  
over 120 upmarket interior design 
showrooms, has occasional sales 
with big reductions on luxury 
brands; email concierge.desk@
dcch.co.uk.

•  The Designer Fabric Outlet sells 
discontinued designs, seconds  
and exclusive roll ends at 
discounted prices in one, two  
and three-metre lengths;  
www.designerfabricoutlet.co.uk.

•  The Curtain Fabric Outlet  
has discounts on quality brands 
and ready-mades, plus a full  
curtain-making service. The 
showroom is at 281 Ballards Lane, 
North Finchley, N12 8NR  
www.curtainfactoryoutlet.co.uk.

•  Other discount sites to explore are  
www.fabric-direct.co.uk;  
www.endoflinefabrics.co.uk;  
and www.justfabrics.co.uk

•  Key in your area to search local 
professionals on www.houzz.co.uk, 
with illuminating notes from 
previous clients. Find interior 
designers, fabric suppliers and 
makers /fitters.

•  John Lewis is a stalwart curtain 
standby, tried and tested by 
generations. Specialists can advise 
free of charge, in store, by video  
or in your own home, and supply 
samples. They can make-to-
measure all types of curtains, 
blinds, tracks and shutters. They 
have their own factory workshops, 
with an express service: curtains  
in one to two weeks if pushed. 
Alternatively, Designed For You 
has a plethora of options and takes 
from four to six weeks. Browse 
www.johnlewis.com for excellent 
handy tips and a measuring guide.

•  Hillarys, founded in Nottingham 
in 1971 by Tony Hilary, is a made-
to-measure window specialist  
www.hillarys.co.uk, with an army 
of advisers and fitters who’ll visit, 
design, make virtually everything 
in their own workshops, and fit.

•  Pret A Vivre, doing made-to-
measure drapes since 1995,  
has three London showrooms  
www.pretavivre.com. Showroom/
video advice is free; measure-visits 
cost from £75, refunded against an 
order of over £750.
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linings, trimmings and so on.  
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A LARGE EXPANSE  
OF GLASS DESERVES  

A BIT OF DRAMA

What a snip!
•  Interiors expert Jules Haines  
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•  Key in your area to search local 
professionals on www.houzz.co.uk, 
with illuminating notes from 
previous clients. Find interior 
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•  John Lewis is a stalwart curtain 
standby, tried and tested by 
generations. Specialists can advise 
free of charge, in store, by video  
or in your own home, and supply 
samples. They can make-to-
measure all types of curtains, 
blinds, tracks and shutters. They 
have their own factory workshops, 
with an express service: curtains  
in one to two weeks if pushed. 
Alternatively, Designed For You 
has a plethora of options and takes 
from four to six weeks. Browse 
www.johnlewis.com for excellent 
handy tips and a measuring guide.

•  Hillarys, founded in Nottingham 
in 1971 by Tony Hilary, is a made-
to-measure window specialist  
www.hillarys.co.uk, with an army 
of advisers and fitters who’ll visit, 
design, make virtually everything 
in their own workshops, and fit.

•  Pret A Vivre, doing made-to-
measure drapes since 1995,  
has three London showrooms  
www.pretavivre.com. Showroom/
video advice is free; measure-visits 
cost from £75, refunded against an 
order of over £750.
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Feature

R ecently, however, technology  
pushed the energy efficiency 
of the best appliances  

beyond even the A category, and 
manufacturers have been using  
A+, A++ and even A+++ to show  
that their products are ahead of  
the game. Labelling all got very 
confusing, so the system has been 
overhauled, and a new version of  
the label appeared last year, taking 
it back to straightforward rankings 
of A to G. The new labels also  
have a QR code you can scan with 
your smartphone to get more 
product details.

Weston Homes scores an ‘A’ 
Appliances fitted by sustainability 
champion Weston Homes are 
A-rated and mostly made by 
Zanussi. A little know-how will help 
you make the most of them, saving 
energy, cutting fuel bills, and, of 
course, your household carbon 
emissions. 

 The hob
Your Weston Homes kitchen comes 
with a quick-heat ceramic hob with 
four cooking zones. To save energy:

•  Match the size of cooking ring to 
the pan and keep surfaces clean.

•  Use your Weston Homes fitted 
boiling-water tap to add water to 
cover the food you are cooking. 
This is more efficient than boiling 
water on the hob.

•  Add a lid to pans whenever 
suitable. But some foods cook 
better without a lid – pasta, for 
example, can boil over if covered.

•  Turn boiling pans down to  
a simmer.

•  Cook different vegetables 
‘stacked’ in a double-steamer.

•  Turn rings off a few minutes  
early and use residual heat.

It’s worth making the effort because 
your kitchen, however efficiently 
equipped, is still power hungry. The 
Energy Saving Trust has done the 
maths for an average UK household. 

‘Wet’ appliances (washing machine, 
dishwasher) use around 16 per cent 
of a household’s total energy, 
because of the power needed to 
heat the water. 

‘Cold’ appliances (fridge, freezer) 
come in next at 12 per cent, because 
they are on all the time. Cooking 
uses around four per cent. So in  
all, a whopping 32 per cent, or just 
under a third of power, is used in  
the kitchen.

We’ve collected some handy tips  
to keep your kitchen energy usage 
in check.

 The oven
Your Weston Homes kitchen is 
fitted with a Zanussi convection 
(aka fan) oven, which pushes heat 
around to bring the oven to an even 
temperature very quickly.

•  Using your fan oven, you can 
reduce your cooking temperature 
by 10 to 20 degrees (check labels).

•  Cooking time is also shortened  
by up to 25 per cent.

•  Learn to use the oven timer for 
precise control.

•  Open your oven door as little as 
possible during cooking. You’ll  
be losing as much as 25C of heat 
every time. Use the glass door  
for checking – and keep it clean.

•  Glass and ceramic dishes store and 
spread more heat than metal pans.

•  Cook as much as possible in the 
oven in one go. You can use all your 
oven shelves, as heat is distributed 
evenly. Consider ‘batch cooking’ 
extra dishes to use through the 
week, or to freeze.

CUT YOUR BILLS AND  
CARBON FOOTPRINT  
WITH ENERGY-EFFICIENT  
KITCHEN APPLIANCES
By Barbara Chandler

For a quarter of a century, British shoppers have used those 
familiar energy labels, with their catchy, coloured arrows, to 
check out the energy efficiency of domestic appliances, taking 
A as the best rating and G the worst. 

 
 The fridge/freezer

•  Every time you open your fridge 
cold air pours out. 

•  Don’t pack food too tightly in  
the fridge; unless air circulates 
some foods may freeze, while 
others spoil.

•  The fuller the fridge, the less air 
escapes. Keeping your fridge two 
thirds full works best.

•  A freezer, on the other hand, works 
best packed full. Tuck cold packs 
or extra ice trays/bags for drinks 
into gaps.

•  Check temperatures regularly. 
Don’t set your fridge lower than 
5C; your freezer should be -18C. 
You can buy a fridge thermometer 
for under £10 on Amazon.

•  Adjust your settings when the 
seasons change.

•  Let foods cool before putting  
them in the fridge.

 
 

 The washing  
 machine

•  Wash clothes at 30C unless  
heavily soiled.

•  But do a hot wash every so  
often to clean your machine.

•  Wait for a full load.

•  But do not overload: leave  
a hand span clearance at the  
top of the drum.

•  Clean filters regularly.

 
 Your dishwasher

•  Wait until you have a full load.

•  Scrape plates clean: rinsing  
is not necessary.

•  Make sure spray arms can rotate 
freely and nozzles are clear.

•  Keep filters clean, and replace 
correctly.

•  Use a bowl for any additional 
washing-up in the sink.
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CAPITAL CONNECTIONS FOR AN EASY COMMUTE 

01279 964 785 | WESTONHOMES.COM

CM20 2DQ

A beautiful collection of 1 and 2 bedroom apartments, located between the River Stort and Harlow Town Park  
and moments from Harlow Town Station with travel to London Liverpool Street station in 29 minutes.  
Just move in – everything is included – full range of appliances, flooring and state-of-the-art bathrooms.  

Every home has a private balcony.

PRICES FROM £233,500

BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL HOMES IN BRENTWOOD

01277 583 141 | WESTONHOMES.COM

An exciting development of 1 and 2 bedroom apartments 5 minutes from the 
High Street and 10 minutes from Brentwood station. Just move in – everything 
is included – full range of appliances, flooring and state-of-the-art bathrooms.  
An exquisite conversion of the former Brentwood police station into luxurious 
apartments combined with beautiful new build properties.

PRICES FROM £265,000

CM14 4QJ
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Instead of filling the space with 
many pots of bedding, which 
then have to be discarded, 

together with their plastic pots, 
buy a few big-as-you-like specimen 
evergreens that will have more 
impact than a barrowful of bedding 
and, with a little care on your part, 
will last a whole lot longer – many 
years, in fact. They won’t be cheap, 
but think of them as investment 
dressing: forever purchases that 
will keep your balcony looking 
green and lively right through the 
year. Another plus to spending on 
mature plants is that the larger the 
plant, the hardier it will be.

A piece of topiary at a decent size 
can be as striking as a piece of 
contemporary sculpture. Bay, yew 
and box are the regulation choices 
for pyramids and spirals, spheres 
and cubes, but given the potential 
problems of both box blight and 
caterpillar, nurseries are focusing 
on growing the similar, but safer, 
and equally clippable Ilex crenata, 
the box-leaved holly. And you are 
more likely to get a home-grown 
specimen, rather than one sent  
in from overseas, thereby cutting 
down on your carbon footprint.

One of the finest evergreen shrubs 
is also one of the most familiar: 
Viburnum tinus. Unfussy about  
soil or location, Viburnum tinus 
has neat, dark green foliage and 
produces clusters of creamy-pink 
flowers for months through  
winter, spring and sometimes  
even beyond. A small size can be 
overlooked, but a large size has real 
substance. Two of these, big and 
billowing and frequently in flower, 
would make a great statement. 

Glossy-leaved Choisya ternata,  
the Mexican orange blossom, is 
another garden centre staple  
that has the prettiest starry white, 
citrus-scented flowers in late 
spring, provided it is given a site  
in sun or part shade. 

SHRUBS 
IN TUBS
By Pattie Barron

The most valuable way to  
garden is buying plants that  
give long-term pleasure

Feature

Choisya Aztec Pearl has a similar 
flowering habit but offers more 
interesting, finely divided foliage 
that has a Japanese feel and would 
suit an Oriental-style pot. Both can 
be clipped to keep them in a 
pleasing shape. 

If you’re more drawn to the Med, 
however, consider a Portuguese 
laurel, which is usually bought  
en masse for hedging, but makes  
a great little tree when bought as  
a standard, its bare trunk topped 
with foliage shaped into a globe  
or parasol. With elegant, narrow 
leaves on deep plum stems, Prunus 
lusitanica is one of the toughest, 
hardiest laurels despite its 
provenance. Nothing suits it better 
than a classic terracotta pot.

From the same neck of the woods  
is a more novel choice: Arbutus 
unedo, the strawberry tree,  
so called because of the bunches  
of strawberry-like fruits that 
accompany small bell-shaped  
white flowers, rather like lily-of-
the-valley, in autumn. The bark is  
a rich copper-brown and the leaves 
are a vibrant green, with tinges of 
red on the new foliage. 

As a tree, it can eventually reach 
eight metres, but can stay 
comfortably smaller in a container 
either as a shrub or a standard. 

For a touch of the tropics – and  
to establish an architectural vibe  
– a large New Zealand flax, with  
its colourful sword-like leaves, is 
unbeatable. A pair of these on a 
balcony, in one of the many shades 
that range from uncompromising 
Platt’s Black to Yellow Wave, Pink 
Stripe, and Crimson Devil, would 
look terrific. Varieties Maori Queen 
and Court Jester are practically 
rainbow-striped.  

FOREVER 
PURCHASES 

THAT WILL KEEP 
YOUR BALCONY 
LOOKING GREEN 

AND LIVELY 
RIGHT THROUGH 

THE YEAR
CARING FOR 
YOUR SHRUBS  
All of these statement shrubs 
will thrive in large tubs given 
an annual spring feed of  
fertiliser as well as, of course, 
regular watering. Topping 
the compost – peat-free is 
the sustainable choice – with 
either seasonal bedding or 
pebbles will hold moisture 
and add a decorative flourish.

Arbutus unedo, the strawberry tree  
so called because of the bunches  
of strawberry-like fruits.
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BE BRAVE 
WITH THE 
SMALL  
DETAILS
Pattie Barron talks to top 
interior designer Kit Kemp

The unforgettable interiors she and her design 
team create in hotels and homes world-wide are 
renowned for their richness in colour, pattern 

and glorious detail – with not a hint of taupe in sight. 
Most importantly, each interior is unique, though 
many of the tricks used by Kit – and revealed in  
her new book Design Secrets – can be templates  
for making our own homes more characterful and,  
as she says, fabulously different. 

Diverse textures in a room are essential because 
without texture, interiors can look flat and cold, says 
Kit. “Layering textiles always helps to make rooms 
come alive. Fabrics that are rich with natural 
imperfections and texture within the weave are  
an easy and immediate way to imbue a space with 
understated luxury. A blend of linens and wools,  
weaves and prints lends depth within a room as the 
raised surfaces reflect light and create shadows.”
 
It’s the small details – an ornate embroidered cushion 
on a brutalist chair, sparkling beads trimming a 
lampshade, hand-painted picture frames – that make  
a room interesting, believes Kit. 

Curtains can be given a luxe detail by accenting the 
‘leader’ – the vertical – edges, so that at New York’s 
Crosby Street Hotel, crisp white linen bedroom 
curtains get a kick of colour with an edge of green  
and navy zigzag collage. Bands of jumbo ric rac in both 
black and white add drama to soft pink paisley curtains 
while, for a more masculine interior, formal grey linen 
curtains are piped in leather cord and edged in a  
panel of fiery orange.

Oversized patterned fabric 
headboards are a Kit Kemp 
speciality that create maximum 
impact in bedrooms, with the 
bonus that choosing a print or 
weave at the start of planning a 
room can help inform the room’s 
colour scheme. 

If you have a gorgeous textile piece 
you’d like to use that isn’t wide 
enough, simply make up the width, 
as Kit does, by pairing it with 
complementary panels on either 
side. Adding detail might include 
contrast piping or using metal 
upholstery studs to define  
the edges like a frame, while 
upholstering the edge in a plain 
contrast fabric ‘lifts’ it from  
the wall, making the headboard  
really pop.

“ Ten shades of taupe might be 
utterly tasteful, you can make 
a room so tasteful that it’s 
forgettable.” 

A bedroom is given the Kit Kemp treatment with an oversized 
bedhead and a crisp, tailored edge to curtains.

If you have a room with less light 
than you would like, Kit’s sunny 
solution is to add rays of light in  
the form of ‘golden touches’: 
displaying gilded works of art; 
using sunburst mirrors and sunray 
wall lights to act as windows, and 
hanging paintings in gilded frames, 
which she says are a good way to 
warm up a white wall. 

Another way to warm up any wall  
is to line it in fabric – a favourite 
device of Kit’s, as well as using 
beautifully patterned wallpaper.
 
“ I like using linen because  

it is comfortable yet  
effortlessly chic, cocooning – 
absorbing sound and adding 
warmth – yet tailored and 
hard-wearing.” 

Collections of quirky objects grouped together,  
like these soda bottles, can make a witty focal point.

Interior design
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Curtains can be given a luxe detail by accenting the 
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enough, simply make up the width, 
as Kit does, by pairing it with 
complementary panels on either 
side. Adding detail might include 
contrast piping or using metal 
upholstery studs to define  
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If you have a room with less light 
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it is comfortable yet  
effortlessly chic, cocooning – 
absorbing sound and adding 
warmth – yet tailored and 
hard-wearing.” 
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Interior design
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She also uses blue denim, which 
would be a great choice for a cosy 
den, and in a London drawing room, 
she lined the walls with a striking 
red-and-white linear fabric, then 
continued it in the floor-to-ceiling 
curtains as well as for a pair of 
statement armchairs. 

Displaying collectables to add  
a personal touch is nothing new,  
but Kit makes it an art form by,  
for instance, mounting a series of 
vintage carver plates bought on 
eBay onto black felt backgrounds 
and encasing each in Perspex. 

“ Often a single object on its 
own doesn’t have much 
impact, but when displayed as 
part of a collection, it can be 
transformed into the most 
interesting feature in a room.”  

A solitary basketwork pendant light 
isn’t thrilling, but a group of them, 
suspended at different heights as 
Kit has done at London’s Ham Yard 
Hotel, creates a sensation.
 

Bookcases and shelving can be 
transformed by adding effective 
backdrops. In a small study,  
Kit places antique mirror behind 
bookshelves to create the illusion  
of more depth and space, while she 
might give simple white shelves a 
shot of glamour with a background 
of boldly patterned wallpaper. 
The take-to-your-home message 
from Camp Kemp is loud and clear: 
“It’s the devil in the detail that 
makes a room memorable.” 

Kit Kemp: Design Secrets (Hardie 
Grant, £25), available from all good 
bookshops and online.

Bookshelves transformed by adding effective  
wallpaper backdrop.

Interior design

A BRIGHTER WAY OF LIVING
An exciting development of 1, 2 & 3 bedroom apartments and penthouses.  
The Laundry Works features eight architecturally distinctive apartment buildings set  
within a wide tree-lined boulevard with attractive landscaped podium gardens throughout.
A thriving new residential neighbourhood within an area noted for its green spaces and  
decidedly village-like feel. Enjoy the laid-back lifestyle but be close to the buzz of city life.

PRICES FROM £269,000

01923 962 357 | WESTONHOMES.COM

WATFORD |  WD18  7PL
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The benchmark Clean Air 
Study by NASA in the late 
1980s, reinforced by other 

more recent research studies, 
concluded that plants act like a 
sponge, mopping up pollutants and 
pollen spores in the air through 
their foliage and stems, thus acting 
as a natural form of air purification. 

In winter, when we spend most of 
our time indoors, with windows 
more likely to be closed than open, 
houseplants play a valuable role in 
absorbing toxins including carbon 
dioxide and the VOCs – volatile 
organic compounds – released 
from myriad man-made products 
ranging from cleaners and paints 
to less likely suspects such as 
carpets and furniture. Keeping  
it green – no flowers – will also  
keep sufferers free from hay  
fever indoors.

Although all houseplants have the 
ability to purify the air, the boffins 
at NASA were able to pinpoint 
some plants that were the most 
effective at filtering toxins. These 
include tough-to-kill sansevieria, 
which is one of the few plants that 
releases oxygen at night, making it 
a front runner for a bedroom. The 
humble spider plant that multiplies 
at the drop of a stem, is another 
good bet, and so is aloe vera, devil’s 
ivy as well as the hugely fashionable 
ZZ plant that usefully tolerates 
both light and shade.

Basically, though, the larger the 
display, the larger the benefit. 
Grouping houseplants together 
also creates a humid microclimate 
which helps keep plants healthy, 
suiting their natural environment.

What’s more, a collection of indoor 
plants – large-leaved for choice – 
help to reduce noise by absorbing 
and deflecting sound waves, so are 
useful in a contemporary space 
where there is hard flooring and 
little soft furnishing: position 
plants at different heights for 
maximum noise reduction. 

In research, green – the colour  
of nature – has been proven to  
be the most calming colour of all,  
so placing a houseplant or three  
in your workspace can help reduce 
your stress levels, as does the 
fundamental act of nurturing  
a plant and seeing it thrive under 
your care.

NOTE As plants transpire through 
their foliage, it’s important to clean 
leaves and stems regularly with  
a damp cloth, and to spray them 
frequently.

By Pattie Baron

The great news about houseplants – aside 
from their ability to make an interior come 
alive – is that they improve the very air you 
breathe in your home

Feature
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IT’S YOUR CHOICE. A NEW  
HOME BESIDE THE RIVER,  
WOODLAND OR SEA By Ruth Bloomfield

The pandemic has focused  
our minds on what is really 
important in life, and one 

theme that has come shining 
through over the past two years  
is the restorative value of nature.

Top-notch outdoor space has 
moved up home buyers’ wish lists  
all over the world – and it is a 
hallmark of a community designed 
to flourish.

A new waterfront village
This emphasis on the outdoors  
is at the heart of one of London’s 
biggest regeneration projects:  
the £350 million Abbey Quay 
development by Weston Homes  
in Barking, east London.

Overlooking the River Roding, this 
contemporary waterfront village is 
rising on what used to be industrial 
wasteland. Abbey Quay will 
ultimately include just over 1,000 
new homes served by shops, offices, 
cafes and restaurants, a gym and  
an athletics centre.

There will be extensive green 
spaces throughout the site, 
while the waterfront is being 
opened up so that people will 
be able to stroll beside the 
River Roding for the first time 
in decades. 

A major new landscaped public 
plaza overlooking the water will be 
the heart and soul of Abbey Quay. 
And the scheme’s award-winning 
international architect, Broadway 
Malyan, has designed the site with 
tree-lined walking routes, providing 
safe and pleasant pedestrian links 
to the town centre and station.

The first residents will move into 
Abbey Quay in spring next year. 
Prices start from £327,000 for a 
one-bedroom flat, although those 
already living or working in the 
borough of Barking & Dagenham 
can take advantage of the Weston 
Homes Discount Market Sale 
scheme, to buy into this new 
neighbourhood from £257,000.

The new heart of Barking

0203 793 2585 | WESTONHOMES.COM

A collection of 1, 2 & 3 bedroom apartments, all with their own private balcony  
or terrace, in this beautifully designed urban village fronting the River Roding.  
With its tree-lined avenues and stunning vistas, Abbey Quay combines modern  
living with on-site shops, cafés, restaurants and welcoming communal spaces.

Prices from £327,000

BARKING | IG11 7AX

OUTDOOR SPACE IS 
AT THE HEART OF ONE 
OF LONDON’S BIGGEST 

REGENERATION PROJECTS
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Into the woods
The Kent Downs boast ancient 
bluebell woodlands and if your idea 
of heaven would be weekends losing 
yourself in the glories of this Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty, then 
Springfield Park, by Weston Homes, 
could be the perfect option. 

These 502 apartments are set 
alongside the River Medway in 
Maidstone, with the Downs only  
a mile away. Alternatively, you  
could keep things local by hanging 
out on one of the development’s 
network of landscaped roof 
terraces, featuring walkways  
and seating areas. 

Or have a wander across the 
footbridge with your lockdown 
puppy and enjoy a walk around 
Whatman Park.

Prices start at £199,000. Help to 
Buy is available on some of the flats, 
meaning you may only need to put 
down a five per cent deposit, while 
the Weston Homes First-Time 
SecureBuy initiative is in place to 
help novice buyers on to the ladder.

Maidstone itself has everything  
you need, with an attractive old 
town to explore, a choice of modern 
shopping centres, a cinema,  
a theatre and a leisure centre. 

You can grab a pint at one of the 
town’s traditional pubs, or get to 
know the local restaurant scene.

For getting into London, trains  
from Maidstone to St Pancras 
International or Blackfriars take 
about an hour. And if you have  
a yearning to be beside the sea,  
you could drive to pretty Whitstable  
in around 45 minutes. 

Advertorial

The call of the coast
Another key motif of the pandemic 
has been a mad rush to buy homes 
at the seaside. If you dream of salty 
air in your lungs and weekends 
spent sunbathing and swimming, 
the Victorian coastal town of 
Southend-on-Sea, with its seven 
miles of sandy beaches and great 
transport links, could be perfect.

Beaches aside, there’s lots going  
on in this Essex town, from 
outstanding senior schools to 
plentiful bars, restaurants and 
cafés, plus an exceptionally pretty 
conservation area, independent 
shops, an art gallery, several  
sailing clubs and a cinema.

For those who need to get into 
London there are three stations  
in the town, offering a commute  
to Fenchurch Street in about  
40 minutes or Liverpool Street  
in less than an hour.

The new Victoria Central 
development by Weston Homes  
is only a few minutes’ walk  
from Southend Victoria railway  
station and less than a mile  
from the town’s pier.

With its upmarket lobby and 
boutique collection of just over  
200 flats, Victoria Central’s future 
residents – the first of whom will 
move in next year – could be 
forgiven for feeling as if they are 
enjoying a year-round hotel stay.  

As well as the beach, they  
will have a landscaped 
courtyard garden and a  
series of courtyard roof 
terraces with fantastic views. 

Unsurprisingly, nearly all of these 
homes have already been snapped 
up. Those that remain start from 
£185,000 for a one-bedroom flat.

LOSE YOURSELF IN 
THE GLORIES OF THIS 

AREA OF OUTSTANDING 
NATURAL BEAUTY

SEVEN MILES OF  
SANDY BEACHES  

AND GREAT  
TRANSPORT LINKS
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LIVE A LIFE YOU’LL LOVE

01342 891 810 | WESTONHOMES.COM

ANOR
LANE

An exciting development of contemporary 1 and 2 bedroom luxurious apartments, 
connected by beautifully landscaped courtyard gardens and featuring Weston Homes’ 
signature, fully inclusive specification – just move in! Perfectly placed, under a 
10-minute walk from Feltham station, which offers direct services into London Waterloo 
in 30 minutes. 

PRICES FROM £299,000

LUXURIOUS APARTMENTS LOCATED 
IN THE HEART OF TOWN

01279 873 300 | WESTONHOMES.COM

An exciting new development of 1, 2 and 3 bedroom apartments boasting Weston Homes’ 
premium fully inclusive specification. Caxton Square is a diverse and vibrant north London 
community with a thriving town centre and a plethora of amenities on the doorstep.  
Just a 10-minute walk from Wood Green Tube station and Alexandra Palace overground 
station providing access to central London within 30 minutes. 

COMING SOON.  
REGISTER YOUR INTEREST TODAY.

Caxton 
Square

LONDON | N22 6SY
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THE PERFECT  
POST-PANDEMIC  
WFH BASE 

Both single and single-minded, the 30 year-old  
was absolutely adamant that she would never 
rent again after splitting up with her partner  

and leaving north London. “Renting was such a waste  
of money,” she says. “I wasn’t going to do it again.”

She went home to live with her parents during lockdown 
and, like so many of us, had plenty of time to think 
about her next move. “I thought about all the money  
I had spent during the year on shoes and handbags,  
and I thought, ‘What was that all about?’ I gave myself  
a good kick in the pants and started to save hard.  
“I went to a Help to Buy mortgage adviser, and I talked 
to my parents, who gave me some help. Then I started 
looking.” Like so many employees, Nicolla realised the 
working world had changed irrevocably and commuting 
five days a week was probably not going to happen 
again. But she still wanted to be within easy reach  
of London.

Location, location...  
Nicolla grew up in Edgware, so Hertfordshire was  
a good location, no more than 30 minutes between  
north London, all her friends, and her parents in 
Bedfordshire. The Watford Cross development  
by Weston Homes  in the Hertfordshire hotspot  
of Watford – just 16 minutes by train from London  
Euston – came up on her search for a new-build  
home within her budget. She liked the pictures of  
the architecture of this small complex of pale-brick 
apartments in buildings of varying heights with  
neatly inset balconies. And the location was perfect, 
just a five-minute walk from Watford Junction station 
and close to the town centre.  

She scrutinised the plans with the help of her father, 
who is a builder. “I considered a two-bedroom flat  
for £400,000 sized at 70 square metres but I bought  
a third-floor one-bedroom home for £300,000 in 
Conway Court at 61 square metres because it was  

Nicolla Farry is a  
switched-on girl –  
in more ways than  
one. She works for  
the super hi-tech  
homes lighting  
company, Lutron.

Interview by Janice Morley

Meet the Buyers

not much smaller, but essentially it was filled with 
natural light from floor-to-ceiling windows in the 
kitchen and living area, where my balcony is, and in the 
bedroom. I loved the space and views from my bedroom 
and the exterior brickwork.” One of Nicolla’s friends has 
since bought a two-bedroom apartment for £400,000 
higher up – so she has a pal nearby.

A keen eye for quality 
If ever there were new-home buyers with high 
standards, it would be Nicolla and her family – her 
sharp-eyed builder father, and Nicolla herself, a 
business studies graduate who is highly trained in 
property quality and build specifications. “The flat  
has very superior styling,” she says. “I knew it was  
the largest purchase I was ever going to make, so it  
had to be right. I had friends who bought from other 
housebuilders and didn’t get a dishwasher, a bedroom 
wardrobe or even a mirror in their bathrooms, and 
certainly not fitted bedroom carpet.  

“I work in smart technology, and like other millennials,  
I wanted a home that thought about the future. Weston 
has the right idea. The kitchen had all the cupboard 
space I could want, plus carefully integrated appliances 
– and clever little things like the integrated stainless-
steel soap dispenser, and chopping board, the clipped 
hose-spray extension tap, a boiling hot tap, real quartz 
stone worktops, under-cupboard LED lighting and 
much more.” She then installed a wine fridge.

Time to customise 
“I like to get things done,” says Nicolla, so she’s working 
to a deadline on her new home interiors. She’s chosen 
natural light oak for the flooring in the kitchen, “a shade 
that won’t swallow up the natural light”, but she is going 
for cosy bronze and mink in the bedroom, with a velvet 
headboard “and very swish, motorised mink shade 
curtains. I know a lot of people in the industry and  
I wanted to do justice to my gorgeous big windows.” 

I WORK IN SMART 
TECHNOLOGY, AND LIKE 

OTHER MILLENNIALS,  
I WANTED A HOME 

THAT THOUGHT ABOUT 
THE FUTURE. WESTON 

HOMES HAS THE  
RIGHT IDEA
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and I thought, ‘What was that all about?’ I gave myself  
a good kick in the pants and started to save hard.  
“I went to a Help to Buy mortgage adviser, and I talked 
to my parents, who gave me some help. Then I started 
looking.” Like so many employees, Nicolla realised the 
working world had changed irrevocably and commuting 
five days a week was probably not going to happen 
again. But she still wanted to be within easy reach  
of London.

Location, location...  
Nicolla grew up in Edgware, so Hertfordshire was  
a good location, no more than 30 minutes between  
north London, all her friends, and her parents in 
Bedfordshire. The Watford Cross development  
by Weston Homes  in the Hertfordshire hotspot  
of Watford – just 16 minutes by train from London  
Euston – came up on her search for a new-build  
home within her budget. She liked the pictures of  
the architecture of this small complex of pale-brick 
apartments in buildings of varying heights with  
neatly inset balconies. And the location was perfect, 
just a five-minute walk from Watford Junction station 
and close to the town centre.  

She scrutinised the plans with the help of her father, 
who is a builder. “I considered a two-bedroom flat  
for £400,000 sized at 70 square metres but I bought  
a third-floor one-bedroom home for £300,000 in 
Conway Court at 61 square metres because it was  

Nicolla Farry is a  
switched-on girl –  
in more ways than  
one. She works for  
the super hi-tech  
homes lighting  
company, Lutron.
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not much smaller, but essentially it was filled with 
natural light from floor-to-ceiling windows in the 
kitchen and living area, where my balcony is, and in the 
bedroom. I loved the space and views from my bedroom 
and the exterior brickwork.” One of Nicolla’s friends has 
since bought a two-bedroom apartment for £400,000 
higher up – so she has a pal nearby.

A keen eye for quality 
If ever there were new-home buyers with high 
standards, it would be Nicolla and her family – her 
sharp-eyed builder father, and Nicolla herself, a 
business studies graduate who is highly trained in 
property quality and build specifications. “The flat  
has very superior styling,” she says. “I knew it was  
the largest purchase I was ever going to make, so it  
had to be right. I had friends who bought from other 
housebuilders and didn’t get a dishwasher, a bedroom 
wardrobe or even a mirror in their bathrooms, and 
certainly not fitted bedroom carpet.  

“I work in smart technology, and like other millennials,  
I wanted a home that thought about the future. Weston 
has the right idea. The kitchen had all the cupboard 
space I could want, plus carefully integrated appliances 
– and clever little things like the integrated stainless-
steel soap dispenser, and chopping board, the clipped 
hose-spray extension tap, a boiling hot tap, real quartz 
stone worktops, under-cupboard LED lighting and 
much more.” She then installed a wine fridge.

Time to customise 
“I like to get things done,” says Nicolla, so she’s working 
to a deadline on her new home interiors. She’s chosen 
natural light oak for the flooring in the kitchen, “a shade 
that won’t swallow up the natural light”, but she is going 
for cosy bronze and mink in the bedroom, with a velvet 
headboard “and very swish, motorised mink shade 
curtains. I know a lot of people in the industry and  
I wanted to do justice to my gorgeous big windows.” 

I WORK IN SMART 
TECHNOLOGY, AND LIKE 

OTHER MILLENNIALS,  
I WANTED A HOME 

THAT THOUGHT ABOUT 
THE FUTURE. WESTON 

HOMES HAS THE  
RIGHT IDEA
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Nicolla adds: “The curtains are programmed to draw 
open to wake me up in the morning. I don’t want an 
iPhone going off in my ear.” She has chosen to have her 
home office area in her spacious bedroom, where large, 
built-in cupboards will keep everything tidy. 

Her printer is hidden away and her desk is on order. 
“Though if I want a change of work area, I can go to my 
breakfast bar in the kitchen.” The drawing room is  
work in progress – but not for much longer. There is 
monochrome artwork with splashes of 24 carat gold  
leaf, and the customised black sofa with two footstools  
is soon to arrive, as are the curtains. The flat’s energy 
savings impress Nicolla. “Because of the temperature-
controlled taps in the bathroom I’ll have a nice, low water 
bill. And good insulation is a priority. The industry has  
to prioritise energy saving; every little helps.”

Meet the neighbours 
On her floor there is a “fairly young bunch” of first-time 
buyers like herself.  

“The location is good value as it is on St Albans Road 
and St Albans is much more expensive – being a bit 
further away means I benefit from the property price 
drop.” She adds: “I like the landscaping around me and 
the safety of exterior lighting and sensors. These are all 
things people should consider when buying. 

“My Mum loves it, and she has already booked herself in 
for a few away nights.” And soon there is to be the great 
unveiling of Nicolla’s new home for her friends. 

THE INDUSTRY HAS TO 
PRIORITISE ENERGY SAVING; 

EVERY LITTLE HELPS

Meet the Buyers

Contemporary 1 and 2 bedroom apartments. Moments from Watford Junction, London Euston  
in 16 minutes. Just move in – everything is included – full range of appliances, flooring and state-of-the-art 
bathrooms. Every home has a private balcony – or meet your neighbours on the shared roof terraces. 

PRICES FROM £276,000
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A SUCCESSFUL 
DEBUT NOVELIST 
CHOOSES ABBEY 
QUAY TO LAUNCH 
HER NEW LIFE 
 
Laure Van Rensburg tells  
Janice Morley the full story 
Laure Van Rensburg’s psychological 
thriller, titled Nobody But Us, was 
published in April by Michael Joseph, 
under a six-figure deal. It’s a staggering 
success for this 46 year-old French  
writer, who came to London as a graduate 
and stayed.

With the hard-earned proceeds of the book  
deal, this striking, platinum blonde divorcee  
is buying herself a two-bedroom apartment at 

Abbey Quay, the new contemporary village being created 
by Weston Homes on six acres overlooking the River 
Roding, in the London Borough of Barking & Dagenham. 

As you would expect from a methodical researcher, Laure, 
who works for Pearson Education, did her homework 
before buying from Weston Homes. She currently lives in 
a one-bedroom flat in Romford, Essex. “I wanted to move 
up the ladder and be closer to London where my social life 
is, and nearer our offices in Strand,” she says.

She thought long and hard about location. “I realised  
I had to be in east London – you get more for your money 
than in any other part of London. And being a single 
woman I think about security. Being able to walk along  
a well-lit road to the nearby station, and the incredible 
choice of fast transport links in and out of London,  
were big deciding factors for me, as well as having a 
supermarket very close by and a park across the road.”

Adding up all the plus points
Cranes swing above Barking and the Weston Homes 
waterfront development. This is all part of a radical  
new multimillion-pound place making scheme, with new 
homes and a new community breathing life back into  
this old, once-neglected part of east London. Laure says  
of her new apartment: “I am pretty sure it will go up in 
price with all this regeneration going on. There will be a 
whole new town centre with shops and restaurants and  

Weston Homes is redeveloping the waterside by our flats, 
too.” She pored over the floor plans in the Weston Homes 
marketing suite, as well as looking at offerings from other 
developers – but the Weston Homes scheme came out  
as a total favourite. “The homes looked good, modern  
and with attractive brickwork. I have seen many London 
blocks of flats just get tired and grubby too quickly.”  
And the all-inclusive price was very attractive to her. 
“They are the only company to include everything in  
the price. Everyone else made you pay for extras.

 “I love the light, spacious open-plan design. The 
bathroom is a favourite. I like to put things away and  
there are lots of cupboards – the vanity unit with the  
big mirror cabinet is great. The temperature control  
taps are a bonus for heat and water savings. I’d never  
seen those before. 

 “I love the big run of kitchen cupboards and the hot  
tapin there, no need for the clutter of a kettle. And in  
the bedroom the large double-size wardrobe gives  
terrific storage. There is so much included.” The list  
of advantages goes on: “Good insulation was important  
for me,” says Laure. “I don’t think I will ever need to  
put the heating on! Generally, I like new build best 
because insulation is so much more sophisticated  
than in an older property, and it costs a fortune to  
try to make old homes sustainable.”

Tailor-making a home
There was plenty to consider as she studied the 
brochures and plans for this collection of one, two  
and three-bedroom flats. “I didn’t go for the biggest  
flat, though I wanted a spare bedroom for when my 
mother comes over from Toulon. But I needed the  
right position and the interior that worked for me.  
Wall spaceis important for me, for books. But outside 
space is important, too – the balcony, the natural light, 
and big windows for easy access.

“And, oh my God, there were so many choices for the 
interior finishes. The staff at Abbey Quay were so patient. 
I must have spent hours looking at surfaces, tiles, floors, 
handles, colour schemes. In the end, I’m quite a purist,  
so the colour scheme is soft and pale with teal, grey and 
granite figuring large. 

“The floor is a pale oak look and I like the white walls.  
I will take my colour from throws and duvets in the 
bedrooms, and from cushions and paintings.” Laure 
is a fan of American abstract painter Jackson Pollock, 
with his swirling, lively colours. “I would love to buy  
a reproduction Jackson Pollock.” 

With her first book out now and a second already  
written and accepted, it looks as though Laure will  
soon be heading for an original  by the artist. 

I LOVE THE LIGHT, 
SPACIOUS  

OPEN-PLAN DESIGN. 
THE BATHROOM IS  

A FAVOURITE
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Weston Homes shares her passion, putting huge 
technological research into the build of its homes  
in its specialist factories. Fabric comes first: Weston 
Homes properties are wrapped in the finest insulation, 
for heat capture.

As a single mother, security is important to Johanna 
– she says it’s vital that the area surrounding her family 
home is well-lit, for their walks home in winter, including 
Chloe’s walks to and from school. So she appreciates 
the neighbourhood’s ample roadside lighting: “I think  
it is even solar.”

The importance of community
It’s important to us all to have friends looking out for  
us, and for our children. And Johanna cannot speak too 
highly of their community. “When we moved in, I put  
a note through everyone’s door saying I was here and 
another lady said she was having drinks – and it went 
from there.”

Having moved in last summer, Johanna has had time to 
create her own interiors style. She is enthusiastic about 
using her newly mastered printing skills. “I’m going to 
print my own wallpaper (on organic paper, of course), 
I love flowers and fruit. You will find me in charity shops 
looking for ideas, for quality pieces of furniture and for 
other items that will last.

“We inherited white walls so we will build on these 
– I have created a wall hanging full of colour for my 
bedroom. And I love the ‘build-in’ of light by Weston 
Homes, with our big windows. It is so essential to  
have good light.”

Johanna’s home boasts gardens back and front.  
“They are a decent size and I can make them beautiful,” 
she smiles.

They will certainly be perfect for enjoying summer 
drinks with her new neighbours. 

Johanna Proudlove is one of those women who, 
judging by the enviable amount she can pack into 
24 hours, seems to have a day that’s twice as long 

as everyone else’s.

In her late fifties and divorced, she has a daughter, 
Chloe, aged 13, plus two dogs, and is deeply committed 
to the next phase in their lives. After an art foundation 
year she has completed her degree course at the 
University of Suffolk, focusing on mixed media and 
digital fabric printing. This is the platform on which  
she is building her new company – with a strong 
environmental message.

Like so many of us, Johanna began reviewing her life 
during lockdown. She decided it was time to move  
from her Suffolk cottage into a lively town. As her family 
said: “Get yourself into Bury.” Her search took her to  
a pretty, four-bedroom, three-storey townhouse at 
Peckston Place, part of the Tayfields development  
by Weston Homes, bang in the centre of the historic 
Suffolk market town of Bury St Edmunds.

Stylish family homes in plenty  
of green space
“What I like about it is that it does not look like an 
estate,” enthuses Johanna. “There is a lot of green 
space, I think it is going to settle down nicely. And there 
are a good many trees going in. It has everything for me.

“After moving from an old cottage, it was lovely to have 
straight walls – and to know that nothing needed doing 
to the place. We chose it immediately and my daughter 
loves it. She has the whole of the top floor to herself.”

When she was in her twenties Johanna worked in 
property, as a sales agent for Savills. “And I saw a lot  
of property being built very quickly. No one was really 
thinking about its energy ratings.” 

These days, carbon footprint is of great concern  
to many of us, and Johanna, a passionate 
environmentalist, felt it was essential to have  
a low-energy, sustainable yet warm home.

THE GROUP, ALL 
DIFFERENT AGES, LOOK 

AFTER EACH OTHER AND 
WE ALL SPENT NEW 

YEAR TOGETHER. AS A 
SINGLE MOTHER YOU 
SPEND A LOT OF TIME 
ON YOUR OWN – BUT 

COMMUNITY CHANGES 
ALL THAT
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The current home-buying market is dispiriting for 
many first timers, and even tougher for families 
with young children. The search for a property 

within budget grows ever harder – and the prospect  
of a lifetime of renting seems the depressing reality. 
This was how the future appeared to be shaping up  
for Alessandro Sottilaro and his wife, Hiyori, who  
have a daughter, aged five, and a three-year-old son.

But the young family will leave their rented flat next 
spring for a new three-bedroom apartment of their  
own at Abbey Quay, the exciting new quarter being 
built by Weston Homes beside the River Roding in 
Barking, east London.

Italian Alessandro, a health and safety officer, met 
Japanese Hiyori at language school in London in 2010. 
They continued their relationship long distance from 
Rome and Tokyo, until they married in Japan and 
eventually decided to settle where they met, in London.

“We wanted children and we both worked but we could 
not think about buying,” says Alessandro, 45. “Prices 
were crazy. It all seemed hopeless. So we rented. Then 
our landlord’s son wanted to move back into the flat.” 
The couple were forced to think hard about their next 
move. Financially, they were not in a great position.

WE ARE OVER THE  
MOON TO FIND THE  
PERFECT FAMILY HOME... 
AND WE CAN AFFORD IT!
By Janice Morley

An old house was possibly a cheaper option, they 
reasoned, “but renovating was too much of a risk.  
We knew we would be spending all our money on 
constant repairs, our heating bills would be high  
and it would take years to sort it out,” says Alessandro.

“My office was in Barking. I am based there – so I started 
looking in the area. I liked the Weston Homes but we 
could not afford one. Then I found a scheme run with 
Weston Homes and the local council, called Discount 
Market Sale. It is for people living and working in 
Barking. I thought: Wow! It offered a 20 per cent 
discount. With this we could afford one of their flats.

“We needed three bedrooms and by saving £100,000  
by using the discount, we could afford it. We went 
directly to the showroom, met the sales consultant  
and within five minutes we wanted one of the homes. 
We bought immediately. We love the flat and my  
wife is just incredibly happy. It is absolutely fantastic.  
It will be ready by spring 2023.

“There is a private, secure internal garden where the 
children can safely play. There is a huge balcony off our 
living room, and Weston Homes is renovating the canal 
area and landscaping the private land around our 
homes, so we have good outside space.

“The schools are rated well by Ofsted, and the whole 
area is being transformed with billions spent on a new 
town, shops and facilities.

“I love the fact that it is so fresh and modern. It is 
elegant, finished to such a high standard, it is double 
glazed and we have big storage cupboards. We can keep 
the children’s bikes in the garages below, and we might 
get a parking space – though we will have to pay extra 
for that.”

Alessandro and his wife have enjoyed selecting the 
interiors for their new home together. “There are  
so many choices of tiles, paint colours and finishes to 
choose from. We even had a choice of door handles.” 
They have settled for a dark blue-and-grey kitchen  
and are “enjoying the designing throughout.”

As a stylish Italian, he loves quality furniture and says 
he’ll save up for a good bed and a comfortable, well-
made sofa – “even if some things have to wait”. And as 
an Italian, Alessandro also loves good food. The kitchen 
is the centre point of their family life, while the nearest 
supermarket to their new home is just across the water, 
only minutes away. “They do good pasta. We eat pasta 
every day. And we both love cooking.”

Like so many, the couple have been working from  
home during the pandemic. “When we move we will 
continue to do part-time commuting and home working 
but commuting is not hard with two Underground 
stations nearby.

“We have two big double bedrooms.The children will 
share until they get older but for now we will use the 
third bedroom for an office.” It will also function as a 
guest room for when family and friends come to visit.

This new home gives Alessandro, Hiyori and their 
children the kind of future the couple had begun  
to think would elude them forever. “It is a huge step 
forward,” beams Alessandro. “It is incredible to  
know that it is yours. It is such a big achievement.” 

WE FEEL SURE OUR HOME WILL  
GO UP IN VALUE AND WE HAVE  

A GOOD INVESTMENT TO SHARE 
WITH OUR CHILDREN
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and are “enjoying the designing throughout.”

As a stylish Italian, he loves quality furniture and says 
he’ll save up for a good bed and a comfortable, well-
made sofa – “even if some things have to wait”. And as 
an Italian, Alessandro also loves good food. The kitchen 
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Feature

01279 873 300 | WESTONHOMES.COM

Know your budget  
before you search
Start by sorting out your own 
finances. Check your credit rating, 
deal with any nasty surprises and 
calculate your deposit. Thanks  
to the government’s guarantee 
scheme a whole host of mortgage 
providers will lend against a 
minimal 5% deposit. Make it to 
double figures and many cheaper 
deals will unlock.

Your mortgage amount will depend 
on your income and its mortgage 
term. The cheapest deals are those 
with an initial 2-year term – such as 
Barclays who offer a 2-year fixed 
rate of 2.07% plus £348 fees for 
buyers with a 10% deposit. 

However, strict UK regulations 
currently limit lenders to offering  
a maximum income multiple of  
5x income on these products. For 
those on the median salary of £31k 
this means borrowing up to £158k,  
a £100k short of the cost of an 
average UK home.

Fewer restrictions apply to 
mortgages with at least a 5-year 

initial term. However, they come at 
a cost. Nationwide’s Helping Hand 
mortgage offers up to 5.5x income 
at a 5-year fixed rate of 3.49%,  
while Habito One lets certain 
professions stretch to 7x their 
income for a 10-year fixed rate 
between 4.44-6.29%. 

Think hard before maxing out as it 
could mean spending up to 70% of 
your take-home pay on repayments. 

Get a mortgage  
agreement in principle
Save yourself time and energy  
by consulting an independent 
mortgage broker. Once a deal is 
chosen, get an agreement in 
principle. This is a non-binding,  
free agreement that lasts for up to 
90 days and shows how much you 
can likely borrow. You will need to 
provide your income information,  
a record of your spending, any 
credit agreements and your last 
three years’ addresses. But once 
submitted it can take less than  
an hour to receive and helps 
convince estate agents and  
new build developers that you  
are a serious buyer. 

Prepare for additional costs
It costs over £6,000 to buy an 
average home in the UK according 
to www.comparemymove.com.  
This includes stamp duty which  
is payable at a rising rate on 
properties over £125k, conveyancing 
fees, a survey, mortgage fees and 
removal costs. Apart from some 
mortgage fees which can be added 
to the mortgage, these need to  
be funded from cash.

Know the process
Offer stage. Once you’ve found your 
dream home, make an offer via the 
estate agent. Make this as strong as 
possible by having your finances in 
place. If you are a first-time buyer or 
chain-free mention this.

Get a mortgage offer. Check that 
your mortgage in principle is still 
the best deal as rates/conditions 
may have changed, and complete  
a full mortgage application.  

The lender will require a valuation. 
Note, this is not a survey. It is solely 
to ensure the property is worth  
at least the amount you are willing 
to pay.

Home buying does not  
need to be a painful process. 
Here’s what you need  
to know to get your keys to  
the door as soon as possible 

CHIC TOWN CENTRE APARTMENTS
A boutique development of just 60 luxurious 1 and 2 bedroom apartments ideally located 
in the heart of Brentwood town centre, just minutes from the high street and station. Every 
home benefits from Weston Homes’ premium fully inclusive specification and a private 
balcony. Residents can relax and meet their neighbours in the beautiful courtyard garden. 

COMING SOON. REGISTER YOUR INTEREST TODAY.

Western Road
BRENTWOOD | CM14 4SS

By Felicity Barnett, National Account 
Manager, The Mortgage Brain
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THE BEST OF TOWN & COUNTRY
Luxurious 1 & 2 bedroom apartments situated on the edge of the countryside,  
only a short walk to the town centre and Maidstone East train station with direct  
connections to London. Just move in – everything is included – full range of appliances,  
flooring and state-of-the-art bathrooms. Every home has a private balcony or terrace.

PRICES FROM £199,000

01622 826 140 | WESTONHOMES.COM

ME14 2LP

Feature

Conveyancing
This can take 16 weeks from  
when your offer is accepted.  
Don’t lose time. Find your licensed 
conveyancer during your property 
search, be ready to provide your 
original ID, proof of address and 
proof of funds and be prompt in 
putting money on account.

Without this, nothing will  
begin. Once the process starts,  
be proactive. Call them at least 
weekly and stay on top of 
documents and money required.

Survey 
Book your survey when the 
conveyancing starts as you’ll want 
the result back before exchanging 
contracts so you can renegotiate  
or pull out if worrying issues are 
flagged. There are three options. 

The basic Condition report costs 
around £300. This light touch is 
suited for new homes. A Home 
Buyers Report focuses on the key 
issues in modern homes and costs 
around £500. For an in-depth,  
Full Structural or Buildings Survey 
expect to pay around £800.

Get buildings insurance 
This is a condition of your mortgage 
and needs to be done before you 
take ownership. 

Exchange
Your solicitor will need your deposit 
and signed agreement to exchange. 
Once exchanged, both parties  
are legally committed to the 
transaction. Pull out and you may 
lose your deposit and have to pay 
compensation to the seller.

Completion 
The home is yours as soon as your 
solicitor transfers the remaining 
funds to the seller’s solicitor.  
Enjoy! 

Note: All mortgage rates quoted  
are correct at time of going to press.  
Subject to terms and conditions and 
qualification. Please speak to your 
mortgage advisor for more information.
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EXQUISITE HERITAGE HOMES  
IN A LANDMARK BUILDING

GU11 2AN

01252 957 843 | WESTONHOMES.COM

Meticulously converted and new build apartments and houses within the buildings and grounds of the  
former military hospital. Elegant finishes complementing extraordinary spaces – high ceilings, exquisite  
timber windows and an outstanding specification. Far-reaching views across the Hampshire countryside. 

PRICES £285,000 TO £710,000


