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Dear Friend of the Foundation,

Our region’s nonprofits have helped meet the incredible need 
created by the COVID-19 pandemic. As you’ll read in this issue  
of Impact and the 2020 Year in Review, Foundation donors 
have given generously to support community-driven responses 
during the past year. In all, fundholder- and Foundation-directed 
grantmaking topped $19 million in 2020, a record.

With that in mind, I look to tomorrow with hope. The capital  
area has a resilient nonprofit sector, and as Valley Vision’s Evan 
Schmidt shares in the following pages, I’m not the only person  
who thinks so. I’m proud that the Foundation’s sustained work  
to strengthen the region’s social sector—including through Big Day 
of Giving and The Lab Capacity Building Program, both featured 
in this issue—has played a vital role in supporting nonprofits’ 
responses to the cascading crises of the past year and ongoing 
recovery efforts.

Of course, our work is only possible with your support. From the 
bottom of my heart, I thank you for your continued engagement.

Linda’s Letter
SPRING 2021

LINDA BEECH CUTLER

Chief Executive Officer

WELCOME TO OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS
We are pleased to welcome two community leaders to our  
Board of Directors.

ELAINE ABELAYE-MATEO 
As Founder and Principal Consultant of Everyday Impact Consulting, 
Elaine has developed innovative strategies to create social good—
including, recently, partnering with the Foundation to coordinate 
2020 Census outreach in Northern California. She has served on the 
Foundation’s Community Impact Committee for nine years, and she 
is co-founder of the APIs RISE Fund to grow Asian Pacific Islander 
giving in the region. Formerly Executive Director of Asian Resources, 
Inc., Elaine is currently pursuing a Ph.D. in Organizational Systems.

STEVEN WEISS 
Steven is a seasoned business strategist with more than 25 years 
of experience at some of Northern California’s most prominent 
organizations. Prior to establishing The Weiss Group in 2007, Steven 
was vice president of Marketing & Public Affairs for The Sacramento 
Bee. He was also director of University Cultural Programs at UC 
Davis, where he chaired the building committee and served on 
the team responsible for generating philanthropic support for the 
Mondavi Center for the Performing Arts. Dedicated to community 
service, Steven is currently a senior fellow with the American 
Leadership Forum’s Mountain Valley Chapter (ALF-MVC) and 
serves on the board for Capital Public Radio.
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After the volatility of the past year, 

nonprofit organizations need your support  

during Big Day of Giving on Thursday,  

May 6. Give to the nonprofits that make  

a difference in the Sacramento region  

at www.bigdayofgiving.org. You can build 

a fundraising page, make gifts in honor 

of your friends and family, and pledge 

volunteer hours to support your favorite 

nonprofits, too.

A program of the Foundation’s Strategic Initiative 
to Expand Philanthropy and the Social Economy, 
Big Day of Giving has generated $52 million  
for hundreds of local nonprofits since its inception 
in 2013. Plus, through their participation, 
nonprofit staff and volunteers gain skills that  
last year-round. Big Day of Giving trainings  
and networking sessions—hosted virtually, this 
year—help nonprofits build donor engagement, 
board development, and fundraising capacities  
to better serve the Sacramento region. 

Big Day of Giving’s lead sponsor is Western  
Health Advantage. To see a complete list of 
community partners, and to learn how you  
or your business can support efforts to bring  
our community together, please visit  
www.bigdayofgiving.org/partners. 

Big Day of Giving is grassroots giving. It’s community-building. 
The partnerships Big Day of Giving has built between nonprofits, 
and between nonprofits and community members, are what will 
sustain us in the years to come.”

— MARISA DESALLES

 Big Day of Giving Mentor, during a Bootcamp training  

for nonprofit partners

LOOKING FORWARD

4  |  Impact
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FOCUS ON: TRUST IN THE SOCIAL SECTOR

6  |  Impact

So many aspects of community life have 
been turned upside down in the last year 
in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic. As 
we navigate these effects, people across the 
capital region, especially people of color 
and young people, are facing health and 
economic crises, as shown in the recent 
COVID-19 Resilience Poll that Valley 
Vision and Capital Public Radio conducted 
in partnership with the Institute of Social 
Research at Sacramento State. 

However, in the midst of these crises, the 
poll shows there is at least one bright spot. 
People in our region remain confident 
in nonprofits and philanthropy in their 
communities, as this social sector has been 
central to the well-being of people and 
communities during the pandemic. 

The COVID-19 Resilience Poll is a public 
opinion poll that tracks experiences and 
perspectives on the impacts of COVID-19 
in the capital region. This poll, both 
demographically representative and 
statistically significant, shows that trust 
in our civic fabric is fraying as we endure 
and navigate the pandemic, and people are 
relying on philanthropy and nonprofits 
more than ever. 

The poll data reflects a growing mistrust 
of the federal government with 58% 
rating their response to the pandemic as 

“inadequate” or “poor” in May and 63% in 
September. For local government, 26%  
gave the same negative rating in May and 
40% in September. 

We saw similar trends for school systems, 
national and local media, and business. Only 
nonprofits escaped the loss of trust we saw 
across all other institutions. Respondents 
were least likely to rate nonprofits’ responses  
as “inadequate” or “poor,” with only 15% 
in both May and September, showing 
no trend of decreasing trust or goodwill. 
Philanthropy was close behind with 20% 
offering a negative rating in May and 22% 
in September. With communities hurting, 
nonprofits and philanthropy are trusted 
support systems. 

Community support systems are more 
important than ever. 

In the capital region, the poll showed that 
many people, especially Black, Hispanic, 
and younger people, are facing health 
hardships as well as financial instability. 
Forty-seven percent of all respondents 
and 70% of Black respondents have seen 
their income decrease. For respondents 
whose income has significantly decreased, 
58% are struggling to afford an adequate 
food supply and 62% cannot afford rent or 
mortgage. Between a quarter and a third of 
respondents are concerned about substance 
use, the physical and emotional well-being 
of children in the household, and safety 
from being physically or emotionally 
harmed in the home. For Black respondents, 
these numbers are nearly double across 
the board. The hardships ref lected in the 
survey findings are staggering and show 
the level of vulnerability for people in our 
communities as the pandemic rages on.

Trusted Institutions
Nonprofit and philanthropic organizations remain trusted 
community resources throughout the pandemic, even as trust  
in other civic institutions frays.

BY EVAN SCHMIDT

Chief Executive Officer 

Valley Vision



Just as people in our communities are 
vulnerable, so are our systems of response. 
Despite high levels of trust in nonprofits 
and philanthropy, this sector cannot solve 
these monumental problems alone. With 
nonprofit workers often on the frontlines 
of the pandemic, organizations stretched 
to their limits as they adapt to growing 
community needs, and giving trends 
uncertain as the pandemic stretches on,  
the sector itself is vulnerable. 

Nonprofits and philanthropy have earned 
the trust of communities and must, in turn, 
be supported by communities and civic 
institutions to ensure that this important 
social sector remains a resilient and trusted 
resource for people in the capital region.  

LEARN MORE

Visit www.valleyvision.org to view 
complete findings from the COVID-19 
Resilience Polls.

63%

49%

47%

43%

42%

40%

38%

31%

29%

23%

22%

15%

58%

41%

29%

22%

37%

26%

28%

24%

25%

19%

20%

15%

The federal government

National media

The state government

Educational systems

Business (national or global)

Local government

Local media

Individuals in your community

Business (local)

Health systems

Philanthropic efforts (local)

Nonprofit organizations (local)

A PEEK AT PUBLIC OPINION
Valley Vision and Capital Public Radio conducted two 
COVID-19 Resilience Polls in 2020 to track the experiences  
of people in the Sacramento region during the pandemic.

Reflected below are the percentages of respondents to 
May (blue) and September (white) polls who indicated the 
responses of different entities were “very poor/inadequate.” 
During a tumultuous year, local philanthropic efforts and 
nonprofit organizations have retained the community’s trust.

SEPT

MAY
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A DEVASTATING YEAR, A RESILIENT COMMUNITY
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A DEVASTATING YEAR,

As pandemic-related needs grew and 
evolved in 2020, people throughout the 
capital area responded in significant ways. 

That generosity is clear in the $19.2 
million the Foundation awarded with its  
fundholders in 2020, a record and a 
testament to the power of engaged, active 
philanthropy. In a year marked by economic 
hardship for so many, grants to human 
services and shelter-related nonprofits more 
than doubled; in a year marked by renewed 
momentum for racial justice, grants to civil 
rights and social advocacy organizations 
more than quadrupled. 

“People who give through the Foundation 
care deeply about our community.  
They’re prepared to give in good times 
and in challenging ones, to causes they’ve 
supported for years and to others new to 
them that are meeting community needs,” 
said Kerry Wood, the Foundation’s chief 
officer of donor engagement. She noted that 
half of the grants disbursed last year were 
directed by donors with Donor Advised 
Funds, who increased their giving by 
recommending 22% more grants in 2020. 

In the following pages, we highlight the 
impact of two of those grants.

Fundholders were not alone in growing 
their giving: In a recent survey of 150 
nonprofit leaders conducted by the 
Foundation, most said philanthropic gifts 
to their organizations remained steady or 
increased last year—a heartening response 
during a period of economic volatility, said 
Wood. Still, in the same survey, 60% of 
respondents reported their organizations 
continue to experience significant 
disruptions from the pandemic and many 
are eying the long-term challenges their 
clients face after a year of persistent crisis.

According to Wood, just as local 
philanthropy has played a critical role in 
supporting community-driven responses 
over the past year, it must continue to help 
meet evolving needs. “Ensuring the capital 
area emerges from the crises of the past 
year a more vibrant, more vital region will 
require community-centered philanthropy 
that emphasizes local resources, that 
advances equity and justice for all who live 
here,” she said. 

People who give through 
the Foundation care deeply 
about our community. 
They’re prepared to give 
in good times and in 
challenging ones.”

— KERRY WOOD

 Chief Marketing & Donor  

Engagement Officer

A RESILIENT   COMMUNITY
For the past year, area nonprofits have stepped up  
to serve, with support from generous neighbors

“
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A RESILIENT   COMMUNITY

Mutual Assistance Network and My Mother’s 

Voice were among the organizations area donors 

have supported throughout the pandemic.
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My Mother’s Voice works to end generational 
poverty through early education and support for 
children attending Title 1 schools in Roseville. 
For years, its leader, Donja Garvey, and a small 
army of dedicated volunteers journeyed to Title 1 
classrooms, read to young learners, and gave  
them books to take home.

Then the pandemic hit.

“The families we serve all have young 
children. When stay-at-home orders began, 
families that were struggling financially 
were now in crisis through no fault of their 
own,” said Garvey. Many parents lost their 
jobs and few had safety nets on which they 
could rely.

Her team mobilized to help. In addition to 
delivering books, they distributed diapers 
and personal supplies, clothes, and other 
essentials to the homes of families whose 
children they used to read to in classrooms. 
More than once, they provided rental 
assistance to protect families from eviction. 

My Mother’s Voice distributed over 
11,000 meals, too, thanks to a grant from 
the Poswall Family Foundation—and an 
inventive idea from John. He connected 
Garvey with a local restauranteur who 
happily agreed to prepare healthy, easy-
to-deliver food for the families she serves, 
benefiting the families and bringing work  
to employees of a struggling business. 

It worked. 

“When you bring good ideas and good 
people together, you can make a difference. 
With a respected leader like Donja and  
a little help from others, you can make it 
happen,” said John.

A DEVASTATING YEAR, A RESILIENT COMMUNITY

THE FUND: POSWALL FAMILY FOUNDATION
During the pandemic, John Poswall and Peg Tomlinson-Poswall have given generously  
to causes they care about through their fund, including a grant to Women’s Empowerment 
that served as a matching gift to encourage others to support the job-readiness program  
for women experiencing homelessness and multiple grants to My Mother’s Voice.

THE CAUSE 

MY MOTHER’S VOICE
Foundation donors 
directed thousands of 
grants to local nonprofits 
last year. On the 
following pages, learn 
how two of them made  
a difference.
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One ‘plus’ we had was trust. 
All the families knew us. And 
when the crisis hit, we were 
still there for all of them.” 

— DONJA GARVEY

 My Mother’s Voice

“

LEARN MORE

To learn more about My Mother’s 

Voice, visit www.givingedge.org/
mymothersvoice.

Volunteers with My Mother's Voice helped 

distribute food to Roseville families.
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A DEVASTATING YEAR, A RESILIENT COMMUNITY

The Mutual Assistance Network team 

continued to serve the Del Paso Heights 

neighborhood throughout the pandemic.

For thirty years, Mutual Assistance Network 
has aimed to advance social and economic 
opportunities in Del Paso Heights so its residents 
can thrive. At its four community centers, it has 
brought economic development opportunities, 
youth pop-ups, parenting and elder support 
services, and violence prevention services to 
its community. At the onset of the pandemic, 
Mutual Assistance Network shifted much of its 
programming online. 

THE FUND: FRANS DEBRY FUND
Both before the pandemic and during, Steven DeBry has directed 
grants from his Foundation fund, the Frans DeBry Fund, to support 
many organizations that serve Sacramento’s Del Paso Heights 
neighborhood. Why did he give to Mutual Assistance Network, 
Greater Sacramento Urban League, Food Literacy Center, and 
Neighborhood Wellness Foundation, among others? The reason is 
simple: “I believed that their work would be even more important 
now,” he said.

THE CAUSE 

MUTUAL ASSISTANCE 
NETWORK



“We never closed our doors or turned our 
backs to the neighborhoods we serve. We 
increased our crisis response work, became 
a COVID-19 testing site, and put resources 
towards mental health supports for our 
families,” said its team members—Executive 
Director Danielle Lawrence, and Directors 
Heather Gonzalez and Katy Robb—who 
asked to be quoted collectively. 

They used donations like those Steven 
directed from his fund to step beyond 
the restrictions of government contracts 
and remain responsive to the needs of 
neighborhood residents—providing food, 
technology, and support to the families 
they serve, right when it was needed. They 
also used philanthropic gifts to test new 
ideas that will strengthen their work into 
the future, which is exactly where they’re 
looking now. 

During the pandemic and renewed 
calls for racial justice, local government 
leaders recognized the power of trusted 
organizations like Mutual Assistance 
Network to deliver critical information 
and services directly to people in their 
neighborhood, more effectively than any 
outside organization could. As a result, they 
were called upon to bridge crisis response 
efforts for the families they serve. Moving 
forward, Mutual Assistance Network 
sees opportunities to strengthen those 
partnerships, leveraging them to bring 
sustained change to Del Paso Heights.

“Nonprofits have long been underfunded 
and under-invested in, but when a global 
pandemic hit, we saw priorities, investments, 
and commitments shift,” they said. “Our 
hope is that this is not a passing moment, 
and the efforts of organizations like ours 
can continue to be lifted and supported 
in ways that center culturally responsive 
investments, equity, and transformation 
for communities that need it the most.”

LEARN MORE

To learn more about Mutual Assistance 
Network, visit www.givingedge.org/man.
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LEARNING TOGETHER
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BY NIVA FLOR

Chief Impact  

& Strategy Officer

The more capable our community-serving 
organizations are, the greater their impact 
can be. Nonprofit organizations often help 
people develop—teaching young people to 
grow food, helping refugee families navigate 
a new country, connecting learners of all 
ages to education and training—but how do 
leaders of nonprofits hone their skills and 
build their own capacities? 

This question is at the heart of The Lab 
Capacity Building Program, our seven-
month program for nonprofit professionals 
that provides participants critical time 
and resources to become more effective, 
efficient, and cooperative leaders.

Launched in 2019, the program is now 
entering its third year. To date, it has 
brought dozens of leaders from diverse 
organizations across the region together 

to innovate and problem-solve. With the 
guidance of coaches from Third Plateau 
Social Impact Strategies, participants meet 
monthly to address challenges that have 
stymied their organizations’ abilities to 
increase their impact, and learn from each 
other’s ideas, trials, and successes. 

“There is incredible value in receiving 
feedback from other nonprofit professionals 
who aren’t entrenched in the day-to-day 
activities of our organization. Building a 
connected sector is essential to our ability to 
drive social change,” one member of the first 
cohort, Health Education Council’s Debra 
Oto-Kent told us. While in the program in 
2019, she and a colleague worked to better 
measure the impact of their organization’s 
services. Since graduating, they’ve used 
insights gained to inform Health Education 
Council’s pandemic response, implementing 
novel ways to meet the crushing need for 
health resources.

The reality is that COVID-19 
has required us to innovate, 
innovate, innovate—to 
generate an idea quickly, 
implement it, get feedback, 
and then make it better. 
It was really beneficial to 
experience that feedback 
loop in The Lab.”

“

Learning Together
Small learning cohorts give nonprofit leaders 
opportunities to tackle big problems

No single person or organization can solve complex 
social challenges alone. Addressing pressing 
community issues requires developing individual 
leaders and effective organizations and building 
strategic coalitions and networks between them for 
long-term sustainability and success.

— DEBRA OTO-KENT

 Executive Director of Health Education 

Council, and The Lab alum



— MEGAN SEIFERT

Executive Director, Headwaters Science  

Institute, and The Lab alum

“

LEARNING TOGETHER

16  |  Impact

Before the pandemic, members of  

the first cohort of The Lab gathered  

in person to work through ideas  

and learnings. During the pandemic, 

gatherings were moved to online 

sessions that still had power to help  

The Lab’s participants.

“The reality is that COVID-19 has required 
us to innovate, innovate, innovate—to 
generate an idea quickly, implement it, get 
feedback, and then make it better. It was 
really beneficial to experience that feedback 
loop in The Lab. Being able to implement 
that model has been essential during the 
pandemic, and we’ve been doing it warp-
speed,” she said.

Ensuring nonprofit leaders can strengthen 
their capacity during the pandemic remains 
a priority. No matter their mission or size, 
nonprofits have been impacted by the 
pandemic, and capacity building is vital  
to help them emerge stronger. To continue 
The Lab’s second cohort during the 
pandemic, we moved our monthly sessions 
online and shifted the curriculum to ensure 
participants’ quickly changing needs drove 
the conversations. 

The sessions challenged me to reflect, 
collaborate, strategize, test, and evaluate 
in ways I’d never thought about. I found 
that the more open I was with the cohort, 
the more I learned for myself and  
for Headwaters.”
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For Buddy Hale and Rachel Freund from 
The Library of MusicLandria, an instrument 
lending library that offers music education 
and live shows, that meant exploring new 
ways to fulfill their organization’s mission 
at a time when many of its programs were 
paused by the pandemic. In The Lab, Buddy 
and Rachel were challenged to design a 
new MusicLandria product they could test, 
gather feedback about, and develop further 
to advance their organization’s impact—a 
key component of the program’s innovation 
curriculum. 

As a result, they launched a radio station 
focused exclusively on showcasing the 
Sacramento region’s music scene, which 
has tripled the number of musicians served 

through MusicLandria’s programs, Buddy 
told us. “The Lab was a game-changer for 
us,” he said. “It encouraged us to look at the 
work we do and the community we serve 
with fresh eyes.” 

So, what’s next for The Lab?

We know that strong nonprofit organizations 
have a positive and powerful impact on our 
community. The environment in which our 
sector works is rapidly changing—meaning 
that the solutions that worked yesterday may  
not work tomorrow. Still, the skills nonprofit  
leaders are learning today will resonate long 
into the future, beyond the pandemic to 
whatever difficult moments follow. 

The Lab itself is something of an experiment. 
Each cohort is an opportunity to test the 
ripple effect of this type of deep, deliberate 
capacity building—not only for the outcomes 
of participant organizations, but across  

LEARN MORE

Visit www.sacregcf.org/lab to learn more 
about The Lab, and www.musiclandria.com 
to listen to MusicLandria’s radio station, 
Sacramento Dirt.

the many networks they touch. So far,  
it is demonstrating what we aimed for: 
Participants are finding new confidence, 
building leadership skills and applying 
them to strengthen their organizations  
and our community. 
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Give Smarter to the 

Causes You Care About

GivingEdge makes local giving more 

effective. Its searchable database  

helps you:

ARTS & CULTURE

CELEBRATION ARTS

www.bigdayofgiving.org/celebrationarts 

COUNTY: Sacramento 

MISSION: Celebration Arts is a multicultural 
and multiple discipline association whose 
purpose is to support the development 
and presentation of the performing arts, 
making art accessible to community 
residents through training and performance 
opportunities.

ABOUT: Celebration Arts provides 
performing arts training and opportunities 
to underserved communities, particularly 
African American residents in the 
Sacramento area. Through drama, dance, 
and music productions and classes, 
Celebration Arts helps aspiring Black 
artists and communities experience the 
performing arts in pieces where they are 
the central subjects. During the pandemic, 
the organization has suspended its main 
productions, but offers virtual programming 
as part of Celebration Arts Live. 

“Celebration Arts is a warm, receptive 

organization bolstered by the loving support  

of its volunteers. In our compassionate learning 

environment, students gain knowledge and 

experiences that engender self-awareness, 

curiosity of the world about, and visions of 

future possibilities.” 

JAMES WHEATLEY, President

COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT

AMERICAN LEADERSHIP FORUM 

MOUNTAIN VALLEY CHAPTER

www.bigdayofgiving.org/alfmvc 

COUNTY: Sacramento

MISSION: To unite boundary-crossing 
leaders from a diversity of sectors 
throughout the greater Sacramento region. 
To strengthen their leadership capacity 
through deepening relationships and 
transformative experiences. To serve the 
community by working collaboratively to 
make significant positive contributions.

ABOUT: American Leadership Forum 
Mountain Valley Chapter (ALF-MVC)’s 
vision is to improve the social, economic, 
and political fabric of the greater Sacramento 
region through shared commitment to 
collaborative action. To that end, ALF-MVC 
invites established leaders from diverse 
backgrounds to participate in a year-long 
Fellows program, a rigorous, engaging 
process of action and reflection that results 
in a stronger, more connected community.  

“[ALF-MVC] is committed to connecting leaders—

who would not have the opportunity to know one 

another otherwise—to work collaboratively on 

the complex issues our region faces. Individual 

lives have been changed and collaborations  

have sprung, impacting our region in large and 

small ways.” 

BONNIE FERREIRA, CEO

DISCOVER NONPROFITS 
IN THE REGION THAT ARE 
WORKING ON THE ISSUES 
THAT MATTER TO YOU

GIVE TO THE CAUSES 
YOU CARE ABOUT, 
STRENGTHENING OUR 
COMMUNITY!

EXPLORE DETAILED 
INFORMATION ABOUT 
EACH ORGANIZATION’S 
IMPACT AND NEEDS

GIVINGEDGE

01
When you donate to nonprofits 
on Big Day of Giving, you’re 
using GivingEdge, the nonprofit 
database and giving portal that 
powers the region’s annual giving 
day and ensures donors in the 
greater Sacramento area have 
year-round access to information 
about local nonprofits that is 
comprehensive, transparent,  
and regularly updated.

Accessible at www.givingedge.org, 
GivingEdge contains hundreds 
of profiles of the nonprofits that 
serve our entire region. We’d  
like to introduce you to five.
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EDUCATION

RECREATE 

www.bigdayofgiving.org/recreate 

COUNTY: Placer

MISSION: ReCreate’s mission is to 
bring sustainable hands-on learning to 
K-12 students throughout the greater 
Sacramento region.  

ABOUT: ReCreate works to break down 
educational gaps and make hands-
on exploration and STEAM (science, 
technology, engineerings, arts, and 
mathematics) learning accessible to all 
students. The organization also has an  
art supply store and studio open to the 
public. During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
ReCreate has created virtual science  
lessons and has provided these to Title 1 
schools in the region.

“Hands-on learning is such an essential piece 

of developing creative and critical thinking 

skills.  Being able to provide these learning 

opportunities to Title 1 schools helps us 

bridge the educational gap for underserved 

communities. This is how ReCreate helps grow  

a more vibrant and inventive region.”   

DONNA SANGWIN,  
Founder/Executive Director
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*Look familiar? Yep! It’s the same website 

as www.bigdayofgiving.org. GivingEdge is 

the platform that powers Big Day of Giving, 

and both are programs of the Foundation’s 

initiative to grow philanthropy in the 

capital area. 

FOOD, AGRICULTURE & NUTRITION

MEALS ON WHEELS YOLO COUNTY

www.bigdayofgiving.org/mowyolo 

COUNTY: Yolo 

MISSION: To nourish and enrich the lives 
of individuals in Yolo County, with an 
emphasis on those aged 60 and older, by 
providing nutritious meals to active and 
home bound people thereby promoting 
their health, well-being, and independence.

ABOUT: Meals on Wheels Yolo County 
has been providing a daily hot meal to 
seniors in our region for over 40 years. 
The organization’s Home Delivered Meals 
Program offers temporary or long-term 
service to those 60 years and older, who, 
through illness, recent hospitalization, 
or just advancing age, cannot prepare 
nutritious meals for themselves and do  
not have friends, relatives or paid help  
to provide assistance. 

“Since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic last 

March, we have had to move quickly and pivot 

seamlessly to not only to be able to continue the 

work we usually do, but also adapt to a world 

with totally different rules and circumstances 

in order to care for Yolo County’s hungry and 

needy seniors. We will continue to adapt to this 

ever-changing situation as needed and continue 

to provide the vital services that help our 

community during very challenging times.”  

CHRISTI SKIBBINS, Executive Director

ANIMAL

FOOTHILL DOG RESCUE

www.bigdayofgiving.org/
foothilldogrescue

COUNTY: El Dorado 

MISSION: Foothill Dog Rescue’s goal is to 
reduce the number of healthy, adoptable 
dogs whose time has run out at the shelter, 
and place them in loving forever homes.

ABOUT: Foothill Dog Rescue is dedicated to 
re-homing dogs from high-kill shelters and 
owners who can no longer care for them. 
To date, the organization has saved over 
2,800 dogs by rescuing them from high-kill 
shelters and owner surrenders, placing them 
in foster homes, and adopting them to well-
matched forever homes. 

“Foothill Dog Rescue is committed to providing 

second chances to dogs in need. We are an  

all-volunteer organization supported by 

dedicated fosters and volunteers. We are a  

close-knit group of people passionate about  

what we do for dogs.” 

KERRY MCBRIDE, President

Visit www.givingedge.org 
to discover and give to the 
organizations that serve  
our community.*

Speaking of Big Day of  
Giving, don’t forget to mark 
your calendars for the next Big 
Day of Giving on Thursday,  
May 6, 2021!
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PARTNER WITH US TO MAKE  
A DIFFERENCE

The Sacramento Region Community 
Foundation enables philanthropic 
people to support the causes they 
care about easily and effectively, 
immediately or through their estates. 
After establishing a charitable 
fund at the Foundation, our donors 
recommend grants to nonprofit 
organizations they want to support. 
Through their generosity, they make  
a difference in the Sacramento 
region, and they will continue to 
impact our community for years  
to come.

To learn more about opening a 
charitable fund, contact us or visit 
www.sacregcf.org/give.

KERRY WOOD, CFRE 

Chief Marketing & Donor 

Engagement Officer

(916) 921-7723 ext. 2027

kerry@sacregcf.org 

CHELSEA FAHR 

Director of Donor Engagement

(916) 921-7723 ext. 2021  

chelsea@sacregcf.org 

OUR FUNDHOLDERS
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Welcome to the Foundation
Fundholders at the Foundation leverage their giving  
and strengthen their connections to our community through  
their charitable funds, which we tailor to meet their needs and 
philanthropic goals—because, at the Foundation, we know  
that our donors’ giving is as unique as they are.

• Barbara Jeanne Hansen Fund

• Beverly C. Gibson and Beth Hambey Gibson Charitable Fund

The Gibson family has a long history of giving generously, and they established this fund 
to inspire the giving spirit in future generations. In honor of members of the Gibson 
family who made giving back a regular part of their lives, this fund focuses on providing 
healthcare, increasing access to arts education, and alleviating food insecurity in children.

• Brenchley-Jackson Fund

Helping others is a family tradition for Joan and 
Kevin, whose parents taught them the importance 
of giving whatever you can, with time or funding. 
Now, Joan and Kevin give generously to a variety of 
organizations that support scientific, cultural, and 
environmental sustainability—and donating through 
their charitable fund makes annual giving easy. In 
addition, through a Legacy Fund, Joan and Kevin will  
continue supporting the causes most important  
to them long into the future.

• CAFF California Family Farmer Emergency Fund

• Dillard-Jackson Family Scholarship Fund

• Harold F. and Ida Kate Loughlin Memorial Fund

• Inspire to Aspire Scholarship Fund

• Jason K. Gallelli Memorial Foundation

• Jenner Chapman Fund

• Nancy B. Reardan Scholarship Fund

Former attorney Nancy Reardan established this scholarship to give youth encountering 
barriers to pursuing higher education—especially female students who are current or  
former foster youth—a boost. Nancy attributes her success to education and places a high 
value on its role in helping her accomplish all she has. She hopes to provide scholarships 
to the same students throughout their four-year college experiences and give them 
consistent support they can count on.

• NCHS-North Star Mining Museum Expendable Fund

In addition to several anonymous funds, we are honored to have welcomed the funds  

below to the Foundation last year.



IN MEMORY 

In recognition of the significant 
roles they played in fostering 
philanthropy through their support 
of the Foundation’s programs, we 
celebrate the lives of two members 
of the Foundation family who 
recently passed away.

ENLOW OSE  
1924–2020 

Alongside his wife, Mel, Enlow 

was a lifelong philanthropist 

whose generosity helped establish 

the Foundation. Together, their 

philanthropy made a powerful 

impact benefitting arts, education, 

and health institutions that serve 

the region.

DAVID FORD  
1950–2020

David and his wife, Lynne 

Cannady, championed Big Day 

of Giving from its initial stages 

and every year since, seeing in 

it an opportunity to strengthen 

the Sacramento region by 

strengthening the nonprofit sector. 

• Placer Land Trust Natural Wonders Forever 

Endowment Fund 

When Placer Land Trust conserves land, it  
assumes legal and financial responsibility to uphold 
protection. That’s why its team chose to invest in the 
future by establishing a permanent endowment fund 
with the Foundation—to give future generations the 
gift of healthy ecosystems, outdoor recreation areas, 
and so much more.

• Pease Family Fund

• Shulock Family Community Fund

• Stille Family Fund

• Therese and Michael Fund

• The SVVMA Charitable Foundation

The Sacramento Valley Veterinary Medical Association Charitable (SVVMA) Foundation 
provides annual support to animals and those studying to care for them. Each year, they 
distribute grants to local animal organizations and provide scholarships to veterinary 
students to foster their passion for helping animals. 

• Vince Andrade-Sales Social Practice Fund

When protests for racial justice rose during the COVID-19 pandemic, Vince knew 
he wanted to help. He couldn’t join protests in person because members of his family 
are immunocompromised, so he used his charitable fund at the Foundation to direct 
financial support to those causes. “I felt a little helpless because I’m used to taking action, 
so giving was a way to practice activism while keeping my family safe,” he told us.

LODI COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

• United Way of San Joaquin County Endowment Fund

YOLO COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

• Dan Parrish Insurance Foundation

As a resident and business owner in Yolo County, Dan felt it was important to establish 
a charitable fund and give back to the community he loves. He turned to our partner, 
Yolo Community Foundation (YCF). “I feel it’s important to support the needs of the 
community and YCF enables me to do that with ease and f lexibility,” he said. “YCF  
allows me to make a difference where it’s needed most.”

• Friends of Yolo County Archives

• Giguiere Family Foundation

• Stephens DeWall Family Fund

• Woodland Schools Foundation Endowment Fund
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ABOUT OUR PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS 

The Sacramento Region Community Foundation serves donors and nonprofits 
throughout El Dorado, Placer, Sacramento and Yolo counties, as well as the community 
of Lodi. Our partnerships with the Lodi Community Foundation and the Yolo 
Community Foundation free those organizations’ boards to focus on helping their 
local communities f lourish. For more information about the partner community 
foundations, visit www.sacregcf.org/partners.



PEEK AT SOME OF THE NOTABLE HAPPENINGS 

IN LOCAL PHILANTHROPY
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Here & There



THE CAPITAL AREA IS BURSTING WITH CREATIVITY AND 

COLLABORATION, AND TOGETHER WITH OUR FUNDHOLDERS  

AND OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS, WE ARE PROUD TO BE  

A PART OF THE SACRAMENTO REGION’S TRANSFORMATION. 
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PICTURES FROM A RESILIENT REGION

We asked organizations that received grants from the Sacramento Region Disaster 
Relief Fund for pictures that represent their work and this community’s resilience. 
Here’s what they shared.

THIS PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP  

LEFT:  Women’s Empowerment, The 
Sacramento LGBT Community Center, 
The Sacramento Zoo, Project Access, 
Sacramento SPCA, Sacramento  
Helping Hands Foundation.

OPPOSITE PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM 

TOP LEFT:  Volunteers of America 
Northern California & Northern Nevada, 
Food Literacy Center, Sacramento Food  
Bank & Family Services, St John’s 
Program for Real Change, Compassion 
Planet, The Salvation Army Del Oro 
Division, Child Advocates of  
El Dorado County.
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Since 2013, the Foundation’s Big Day of Giving has generated $52 million  
for local nonprofits. Visit www.bigdayofgiving.org to learn more and give on 
Thursday, May 6. Every donation you make can help your favorite nonprofits  
win prizes!

To stay abreast of the latest in our work, 

subscribe to the Foundation’s e-newsletter 

and follow our social media channels at:  

www.sacregcf.org/follow-us.

The Keller Family
Pathway Fund

Big Day of Giving is made 
possible with generous 
support from:

#BDOG2021
BigDayofGiving.org

05.06.21

Heart Is Our Region’s
Hidden Gem


